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| The only Way to know og A 


WHEREIN «x 1 
'F D Quinteſſence of pure eie 20 4 
is clearly exhibited, an 


EN 1 T ENT, + 8 4 | 
And I will put Enmity betue 2 Woman, 2 
| between thy Seed and her See; it ſhall bruiſe thy Head, - 

/ 1 and thou ſhall bruiſe bis Heel, Gen. iii 15, 

\ In this rhe Children of God, and the Children of 1 *Y 
4 are manife eſt ; be that committed Sin is of the Bulle 

but he that is born of God Ard not, 1 Joker? * Io . 


n 


By a PREACHER and 


LONDON: „ 

Printed for the Avro, and fold by Eg 1 „ 
at the South Entrance of the Regal E 
Bar of the Nobin- hood,  Butcher-row, Auger : 


: ho — g 
EO oER . 
VI : 3 N Lo — — 9 


* 


* 
1 * 


«4 
— 
— 
& 


: 
: 
= 
* 
* 
„* * 


= 4 * 
N _ „ 


* 4 4 £ 
* 
* : 
- ” 
0 * 4+. 
© 4& 
LT - 
- ou 
= — 
. - 
z =. 1 
a * 
* „ ® _ 4 
9 LEY 
* - i 
. s © 
— » * 
* LW, 
rs 
2 
« \ — 
. * * — 
_ I 5 * 
o Ho * 
* 
4 
> - * * * 
— 
- = 


* 
. 4 
? * N 
FAS — a * 


Cox yFESLZ; oN of ral TE, 


M A is um:; 


Earth, Air, Fire, Water, and Spirit, ck A 


preſſion, © 
P Aa 


Short Cartons, 
O R, 


3 1 


Introductory to the ani. Trae B 


A. Man is a folendid Pi Pike ot th: - © 
chinery, put together and compleated by the 
great Architect of the World, exiſting ak 13 


of hearing, ſeeing, feeling, ſmelling 
taſting, with Ideas of Thoughts inf #3 5 
Q. What is the Soul of Man * 43 
A. The Soul of Man is the yy ae] 4 
God, and immortal, which tan never dio, A 
"Gep Fj. 7. Mat, x. 28. 
Q. What are the Faculties of the g 7 45 
A. Memory, Reaſon, and Willy pm 
2 * 60 to chuſe or refuſe einer 'Gos 0 


8 * are the Faculties of the ae 9 
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(iv) 
A. The Faculties of the Body, are inor- 
dinate Luſts, Pride, Covetouſneſs, and Re- 


Q. How came Man by theſe inordinate Paſ- 


frons ? 


A. By hearkening to the Voice of the 


Serpent, and obeying him inſtead of obeying 
the Command of God, Gen. iii. 6. 


- Q, And what was the Conſequence ? 

A. Miferable was the Conſequence; they 
were driven out of the Paradiſe of God, and 
depraved of their original Righteouſneſs ; 
their whole Bodies and Souls were tainted by 


the Poiſon of Satan, which is inherent on - 
their Offspring down to this very Day. 


Q. Did God think proper to leave them in 


= this deplorable Condition? 


A. No, for God gave them of his good 


2 to direct their Ways, but many re- 


belled againſt it, therefore he ſaid, My Spirit 


Pall not always firive with Man, for that de 


. is but Fleſh, Gen, vi. 3. 

Q What is the Spirit of Gd? 

A. The Spirit of God in Man i is a Part of 
biste and is his own free Gift, a Meaſure 
7275 Manifeſtation thereof is 2 ts radar 
to profit withs!, 1 Cor. xii. 

Q. But what le Pas of the Spirit 


. . 


. 

4. Conviction for Sin, Juſtification for 
Righteouſneſs, and Sanctification by our Obe- 
dience, and a ſteady Perſeverance therein, 

Q. What is Convittion for Sin ? 

A. Conviction for Sin is a divine Impulſe 
that ſtrikes the Soul for evil Deeds done in 
the Body, which cauſes ſome to cry out and 
ſay, God forgive me, I have done amiſs, &c, 

Q. M bal do you mean by the Poiſon of Satan 
tainting our Souls aud Bodies ? 

A. I mean by the Poiſon of Satan, Origi- 
nal Sin, which is ingendered in our Souls 


Man ? 


Q, Where is the Seat or Reſidence of. 4. 
three Spirits? 


A. The Seat and Reſidence of theſe. wed 


and Bodies in Adam's Fall, that is, the Spirit 
of the Devil, which now worketh in the Hearts 
of the Children of Diſobedience, Eph. ii. 2. 

Q. At this rate bow many Spirits are 1 3 
A. There are three Spirits i in Man, che | 
natural _ of Life, the Spirit of Tech, | 
and the Spirit of Error. 1 


Seeds are in the Hearts of Men and Nec 7 


for out of the Abundance of the Heart "the | 


ther it be evil, Luke vi. 45. F 
bas is 10 be underſtaod 


* > - 
I. * 5. 


: "the Serpent, and the Seed of the foes oft ne 
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(vi) 
A. Chriſt Jeſus is the Seed of the Woman 
conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, in the Womb 
of the Virgin; but the Seed of the Serpent 
conceived in our firſt Parents, by their diſo- 
beying the Command of God, Gen. iii. 6. 
Q. Did the Almighty God promiſe any Means 
to reſtore loft, fallen, and undone Men? 
A. Yes, for God ſaid to the Serpent, I 
ill put Enmity between thee and the Woman, 


and between thy Seed and her Seed; it fhall 
bruiſe thy Head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his Heel, 


Gen. iii. 15. 
Q. What is io be underſtood by the Word 


I eg ? 


A. By the Word Enmity we underſtand 
Hatred, for there is no Unity between God 


ond the Devil; for the Fleſh Iufteth againſt 


ibe Spirit, and the Spirit againſt ihe Fleſh, 
and theſe are contrary one to the other, Gal. 
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Q. Does aboſe two Seeds cohabit and con- 


tſinue in one Man ? 


A. Yes, for the Seed of the Serpent is in- 


* kerent in gur Nature, but the Seed of the 
= Woman is the Gift of God, given on pur- 


poſe to defeat the Wiles and Stratagems of 


| 4 the Devil, 5 
3 bat is meant bruiſing the Serpent's 
FI 
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(vi) 

A. By bruiſing the Serpent's Head, we 
underſtand the Power of the Spirit of Chriſt 
in Man to be ſtronger than the Power of the 
Devil, by which we overcome the Luſts of 
the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, and the 
Pride of Life, which are of the Devil. 

Q. What is to be underſtood of Satan's i 
bruifing his Heel? a I 

A. It means the many Slips and Falls that 
human Natuie is ſubje& to, during their 
Pilgrimage here on Earth (by the Subtilty _ * 
of the Devil) and although the juſt Man falls 


ſeven Times, yet he riſeth again, Prov. ii. 4 


16. 
Q. What is Religion? 4 
A. Religion is a Principle of Faith enter- 


tained in the Mind, a believing in the firſt 3 
moving Cauſe of all "Cont as in God. the." | 


Father, God the Son, and in God the Holy 4 


Ghoſt, and that theſe three are one, John v. 7. 


Q. Can a Name to Religion be.eſſential ? » % 
A. No, for a Profeſſion to Religion with» * 
out a Poſſeſſion in it, ſignifieth nothing; 
for bodily Worſhip profiteth little, it is tb 
Spirit that quickeneth, the Fleſh profiteth no- 
ns: ſaith Chriſt, John vi. 63. 1 Tim: 


185 What do we n. 2 4 ae frown i 
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(vii) 

A. A Poſſeſſion in Religion is, firſt, to 
put off the old Man of Sin with his Deeds, 
and 2dly, to put on the new Man Jeſus Chriſt 
in his ſtead, that ſo we may become born 
again, not of corruptible Seed, but 0 rer 
ruptible Seed, which is the 2 of God, and 
to be acquainted with him in our "Ao and to 
obey the ſame in our Bodies, to our Lives End, 
this is eternal Life, Eph. it. 8, John iii. 3. 
& xvii. 3. 1 Pet, i. 2, 3. Col. iii. 9. 

Q. Hs there not more Religions than one ? 
IV A. Yes, one, which the Apoſtle James in 
.Y theſe Words deſcribes, IF any 12 ſeem to be 
EE religious, and bridleth not his 7. ongue, his 
2” op" i vain, James i, 26. 

Q. What is the Meaning then of ſo many 74 
ferate Setts, and different Forms of Worſh 

A. Iſaiab Aich concerning ſuch, That A 


dea Women ſhall take hold of one Man (ſeven 
Women imply ſundry Opinions) /aying, we 
1 will eat our own Bread, and wear our own 


Apparel, (that is to pleaſe their Lufts) only 
let us be called by thy Name, to take away our 
u Iſa. iv. 1, and that Name is Chrift, 


Qi. Are all that are of theſe Aude N 
to be ſaved? 


A. Among all Nations, Tongues, * 


dreds, and Peo . 


work Righteouſneſs Hall be accepted of 


him; 
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bim; but on the other hand, thoſe who profeſs 
92 Faith in God, and work Wi ickedneſs, they twill 
3, ; be rejetted of him, Acts x. 35. | 
. What is Faith? 

A. Faith is the Subſlance of Things hoped 
for; the Evidence of Things not ſeen ; and 
without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, 
for be that cometh unto him, muſt 'firſt * 

„ lieve that he is, and that be is a rich Re- 
jo warder of all them who diligently ſee bim, 
Heb. xi. 1 6. 3 
Q. What is the true Worſhip of Cod? | 
A. The true Worſhip of God is an in- 
ward Adoration of his Divine Preſence in 
5 | theSoul,a reverencing, bowing to, and obey 3 
ing kim, and this is real Religion, and the 4 E 
ee Worſhip of God, Fohn iv. 24. _ 
Q. What is Aeration} ? br 
A. Adoration is a ſpiritual Worhipping: 
of God, a Feeling his Love revealed, or 
made manifeſt in the Heart, and this age, 
Lite to the Soul, as faith our Saviour, This: 
s Life eternal, to know thee, the only true 
Cod, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou 0 Jens. 
i John XVIL 3. J 
| Q. Wi bat is Gd? 2 
A. God 1s a Spirit, and God js Love, da = 
Word | is as a Fire, and as a Hammer, i. 11 
| A than any e Sword, piercing 
| even © 
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(x) 
even to the dividing aſunder of Soul and 
Spirit, and is 4 Diſcerner of the Thoughts 


12. Neither is there any thing hid from his 
Sight, but all Things are naked and bear 
before him with whom we have to do. 
God is Eternity in himſelf, omnipotent, om- 
nipreicat, and omniſcient. | 

Q. Can God be known ? 
A. Les. God can be known becauſe 
BF he is all Goodneſs, all Righteouſneſs, and 
all Truth, and he reveals himſelf, to his 
Children and Followers, as ſaith Chriſt, My 
| 74 Sbeep hear my Voice, and do know me, but the 
Voice of the Stranger they will not Follow, 
4 obo X. 4— 14. 

. M bat is the Devil? 

N * A, The Devil is an inferpal Spuit, a 
ien Angel, who had no Hand in the 
making of Man, but had a great Share in 


Þ-oralicth himſelf above all that is called God, 
6 or that is worſhipped, ſo that be, as God, 
e in the Temple of God, ſhewing bimfulf 
* be is Cod, 2 Theſ. 11. 4. | 
1 Can the Devil be known ? . 
A. Yes. Too well known, he oppaſeth 


* reveals himſelf to his Children and. Fol- 


n 
* 


and Intents of the Hearts of all Men, Heb. iv. 


the marring of him, who oppoſeth and 


0 all Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs and Truth, and 


lowers 


1 the Chilaren of Diſobedience, Eph. ii. 2. 


Wonder then, if his Miniſters be tranſ- 


(xi) 
lowers in the Temple of God, which ought Þ 
to be Men's Bodies, ſhewing himſelf there, 
that be is God, 2 Theſſ. ii. 4. but he is ſuch a, 
God, who blindeth the Minds of them which 
belicve not, 2 Cor. iv. 4. and is that Man 
of Sin, the Son of Perdition, that is revealed, 
the Spirit that now worketh in the Hearts of Þ 


Q. Halb the Devil any Children ? © 2 
A. Yes. For, faith Chriſt to the Jews, » 
ye are of your Father the Devil, and the 
Luſts of your Father ye will do, he was @;% 
Murderer from the Beginning and abode not 
in the Truth, becauſe there is no Truth in 
him, when he ſpeaketh a Lie be ſpeaketh of 
bis own, for he is a Liar and the Farber of yrs | L 
John viii. 44. = 
A it requifize for a Man to know both 
Spirits, the good and the bad ? | 4 * | 
A. By all Means, for if we know not the” Y 
evil Spirit and the good, we might be im 
poſed upon, becauſe Satan transforms him- 
ſelf like to an Angel of Light; and ho 


4 
N 


formed, as the Miniſters of Righteouſneſs, 
whoſe End ſhall be according to ihir War . 
2 9 — Xi. 14, 15. 1 
ef! this rate, how ſhall we know one 
er the other ? | "3 
; a 2 A. Very? 3 


(xii) 
Al. Very eaſily: For, faith Chriſt, by their 
Fruits ye ſhall know them; he that committeth 
Sin is of the Devil, and whoſoever is born of 
God doth not commit Sin, for his Seed remain- 
eib in him, and he cannot fin, 1 John iii. 8, 9. 
Q. Whe are the true Miniſters of Chriſt ? 
A. They who are called thereto by his 
Holy Spirit, and preach the Word freely 
without Hire, Fee or Reward, Malt. x; 8. 
F Freely ye have received freely give, for I will 
give you a Month and Wiſdom, which all 


| your Adverſaries ſhall not be able to gainſay 


or rehſt, Luke xxi. 15. | 
Q. Who are the falſe Miniſters ? 
A. A Set of People called pious Cheats, 


Tythe-mongers, who devour Widows Houſes, 


aud, for a Pretence, make long Prayers, who 


doll ſpeak fair while you put into their Mouths, 


F but if you withbold from them, they will pre- 
= pare War againſt you, Micah. iii. 5. 
Q. What are the Sacraments ? 


A. There is no ſuch Word in all the 


- Scriptures, this new Doctrine was uſhered 
þ imo the Church by the aforeſaid holy De- 
ceivers, who make a Trade of the Scriptures, 

* ſelling che Words of the Prophets, Chrift 


and his Apoſtles for Money, of whom the 
That through © 

Covetonſneſs they, with feigned Words ſball 
W male 


Apoſtles bear Teſtimony to. 


| 


\ 


) 


+." f 
make Merchandiſe of you, whoſe Fudgment 
now of a long time lingereth not, ana their | 
Damnation flumbereth not, 2 Peter li. 3. "1 

Q. What is Charity ? 

A. Charity is the effectual Workings of 
the Grace or Spirit of God in our Souls, and 
it moves us to all manner of Goodneſs, 
Piety, Love, Benevolence, 'Tender-hearted- 
neſs, Mercifulneſs, Compaſſionateneſs, Kind- 
neſs, Long-ſuffering, flow to Anger, for- 


giving one another, forbearing with one 


another, no Boaſter, no Striker, no Drunk- 
ard, no Swearer, no Whore-monger, no 
Adulterer, not rendering Railing for Rel, ö 
ing, nor Curſing for Curſing, but 7 
wiſe, Bleſs them that curſe you, and pray 


them which diſpitefully uſe and perſecute Leg. ; 


that you may be the Children of your Father © 

which is in Heaven, Matt, v. 45, Os 
Q. What is Baptiſm ? | 
A. Bapliſm, ſaith the Apoſtle, is net 1 


Putting away the Filth of the Fleſh, but be 


Anſwer of a good Conſcience ; it is not the 
Waſhing of the Outſide of the Cup or Platter, 
but the Cleanſing of the Inſide. My Son, 
give me thy Heart, it is a Heart- cleanſ- 
ing Work from all vile Affections that will 
render us acceptable in the Sight of Gd. 
= "T3 WM What | 


( xiv ) 


QM bat is the Lord's Supper? 

A. It is a Participation of himſelf. ſpiri- 
_tually ; for the Soul being Spirit mult have 
| * ſpiritual Food, or otherwiſe, it would die as 
to God, For except ye eat my Fleſh and drink 

my Blood ye have no Life in you, John vi, 53. 
Q. What do you mean by pious Cheats and 
boly Deceivers ? 

A. I mean by pious Cheats and holy De- 
ceivers, ſuch who fill up the Places of the 

- Apoſtles, but neither preach nor practiſe 
as they did, but, like Diotrephes of old, 
love to have the Preheminence, prating 


E againſt the Righteous with malicious Words, 


| ſpeaking Evil of Things they know not, 
having Men's Perſons in Admiration becauſe 
of Advantage, Preferment and Benifices, 
teaching Lies to the People, ſaying, That 
E Reaſon is the very Touch-ſtone whereby we 
may diſtinguiſh between Right and Wrong 
in Matters of Faith and Practice, Sc. 
3. Jobn x. Jude xvi. 
Q. Is not Reaſon the very Touch-ſtone 
e we may diſtinguiſh between Right and 
Wrong s 
A. No. Reaſon is no more than a Fa- 
culty of the human Soul, and is as often in 
the Wrong as in the Right, for Reaſon is 
[ — either by the Spirit offT ruth or by 
{ the 


( xv ) 


the Spirit of Error, not by Compulſion but 


by Choice; and when ever Realon is go- 


verned by the Spirit of Error, then the 4 


Underſtanding is darkened, Reaſon then is 
blind, and this every Man. may know in 
himſelf, for that which appears to me To- 
day to be reaſonable, To-morrow may 
appear unreaſonable, and this is com- 
mon to every thinking Perſon. But right 
Reaſon is when Men are governed by * 
Spirit of Truth, and are led on thereby 
their Live's End, and all thoſe who deily 
Reaſon rob God of his Honour, giving that 
Honour to human Reaſon which is only due 
to the Divine Being, A 
Q. How may I know the true Miniſters of A 
Chriſt ? 1 
A. The true Miniſters of Chriſt never : 
make a Trade of the Scriptures, neither do 
they ſell the Words of God for Money, nor 
force a Maintenance by Law; they know 
chat a Gift blindeth the Eyes, they do not 
ſeek after Places or Benifices, yearly Salaries, 
Stipends, or any worldly Grandeur, no; 


ficely they receive the Word, and freely do 
they preach it, without ſtudying before-hand 
what they ſhall ſay, but it is given to them 
in the ſame Hour what they ſhall ſpeak, 
for it is not them that ſpeak, but the * 


( xv1 ) 


of God which ſpeaketh in them ; and ſuch 
Miniſters we think worthy of their Meat, 
and are fond of their Company, Luke x, 8. 
Matt. x. 8, 10, 20. Read the whole Chap- 
ter, Deut. xvi. 19. 

Q. What are the Conſequences of all theſe 
Things ? 


A. The Conſequences of all this is, to draw. 


Men's Minds off from Lip-worſhip and dead 
Forms and Ceremonies to an inward and 
E ſpiritual Labour, a Heart-cleanſing Work, 
to the Knowledge of the Grace of God in 

their Souls, and to obey the ſame, is the 
Whole Intent of this, in order to make 
©. Saints of Sinners. 


) 


Impartial READER, 


Y Deſign in publiſhing this ſmall, 
M Treatiſe was not to increaſe the 
Number ot Books, knowing full 
well there ate far more already publiſned 
than does Good, for in my Obſervation 
of them (I believe) ſome was intended for 
pious Uſes, but the Errors I have met with 
in moſt of them is the Cauſe that I have, 
put Pen to Paper; I can very well com- 
prchend, when People ſet about writing f 
Books, and ſit down in their own Strength, 
as mere Men, they will make a ſad Piece 
of Work of it, for if a Man don't experience 
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The PR E F A CE. 

what he writes, he writes at random; it is 
at beſt but Gueſs-· work, there is three Mo- 
tives very neceſſary, which a Man ought to 
be very clear in before he ſets about writing 
Divinity, i. e. Firſt, To know himſelf very 
well. Secondly, To be well acquainted *' 


with the Spirit of God in himſelf, and thoſe 
two will lead him to a third thing, which is, 
To know the Wiles and Statagems of that in- 
fernal Spirit the Devil; he who knows all 
BR thoſe three Spirits very well may take upon 
him to write the Truth: I would not be un- 

derſtood by this, that I intend to boaſt my 
7. Abilities, or to outdo many whom I know 
have written on divine Suhjects, no, by no 
means, what I ſtrike at is the Spirit of Er- 


* ror, in them who have publiſhed dead, for- 


Up 


the Books and Names too, but that might 
& raiſe ill Blood; no, I ſhall! defer that, and 
direct my Reader to the following Subject, 
＋ which I have written with a ſincere Heart for 
the Public Good: I don't want Aplauſe, 
neither do I covet III-will; which is the 
KReaſon I have not put iny Name to it ; what I 
Eſrek is the general Good of all Men, and 
to diſcharge my Duty in the Sight of Gd; 
ſo that if auy Benefit, if any Comfort, if 
E 


$1 any 


* 


mal Books on this Topick. I could mention 


The PREFACE. 1s 
if any Advantage at all is reaped by tie 
reading this ſmall Tract, I humbly de- 
is fire, that God might have the Praiſe, the 
> | Glory, and the Honour, for it is his Due 
who is worthy for ever. 


N. B. Wherever you read the Word Paſ- 
five, what I mean by it, is, that the 
Soul of Man is a#uated by its own 
Choice, and has a Free- will to chuſe or 
refuſe, obey or diſobey. 


* 


W 
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Three SPIRIT S in A Io. 


Y the three Spirits Fpoken of in che 
Title of this Book, I mean the Spiric 8 
of God, the Spirit of Man, and - 1 

Spirit of the Devil. | 4 

To prove the Truth thereof, hearken 10 E. 

God, who ſaid, my Spirit ſhall not always 

rive with Man, for that be alſo is Hab, 

Gen, vi, 3. And if any Man have not" the 

Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his, Rom. viii 9. 
1 his is ſufficient enough to prove the Spirit = 

of God in Man. 1 

Next I am to prove, whether a Man have 

a Spirit, which is eaſily done; for the Soul 

of a Man is the Spirit of a Man, as ſaid one of 

B old, 


(2) 
4 
old, But there is a Spirit in Man, and the In- 
ſpiration of the Almighty giveth an Under- 
Aanding, Job xxxii. 8. ho knoweth the. 
Spirit of Man that goeth upward, and the 
Spirit of a Beaſt that goeth downward to the 
Earth, Eccleſ. iii. 21. And God breathed 
into Man the Breath of Life, and he became a 
living Soul; therefore the Soul is the Breath 
of God, and is immortal and cannot die: 
So much proves the Spirit of a Man. 
The next Thing 1s to prove the Spirit of 
the Devil in Man, who is call'd The Prince 
of the Power of the Air, the Spirit that now 
worketh in the Hearts of the Children of Diſ- 
© obedience, Eph. ii. 2. Now ſhall the Prince 
of this World be caſt forth, John xii. 31. 

In this the Children of God are manifeſt, 
aud the Children of the Devil: He that com- 
41 2 ' mitteth Sin is of the Devil, but whoſoever is 
vorn of God doth not commit Sin; for his Seed 
remains in him, and be cannot fin, 1 John iii. 10. 
FE Having cleared the Subject thus far, my 
next Buſineſs is to ſhew what Contrarieties 
there are between theſe Spirits, which I find 
very clear to my Underſtanding ; for the 

Body of Man is dead without the Soul, for 
1 the Soul is the Breath of God, and conſe- 
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quently the Life of Man. But the ſubtle 


ſaid, 6 


ö 
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. ſaid, Ye ſhall not eat of every Tree in the Gar- 


he was afflicted, and the Angel of his Preſence 


% 8, . 
den, Gen. iii. 1. God doth know that in the 
Day ye egt thereof, then your Eyes ſhall be opened 
and ye ſhall be as Gods, knowing Good and Evil. 
Then the Woman hearkened to the Voice of 
the Serpent, which was her Ruin, and ſhe 
took of the Fruit thereof and did eat, and 
gave alſo to her Huſband ; then it was that 
Sin entered. into them both, and in their 
Offspring ingendered to every Age and Ge- 
neration to this Day, the Seed of che Serpent 
took root in the Soul and Body of Adam and 
Eve, and is born in their Offspring for ever, 
and that cauſed holy David to fay, Behoid 
1 was ſbapen in Iniquity, and in Sin ald ny 
Mother conceive me, Pl. Ii. 5. I 

Nevertheleſs God Almighty did not chil -Y 
proper to leave them in this deplorable Con- 
dition, and himſelf to be foiled or worſted & 
by the Devil; no, for God gave them of Wl 
his good Spirit, and in all their Afflictions 


ſaved them in Bib Love, x; in his Pity he re- 
deemed them, and he did bare them and carried 
them all the Days of old, but ſome rebelled 
againſt his holy Giri, la. Kii. 9. Gen: vi, „. & 
Ind as they did not like to retain God in their © 
Knowledge, he gave them up 10 a reprobate | 
—_ Rom. i. 28. Now the ann "of ,Þ 
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God Almighty's giving us of his good Spirit 
is, in order to root out and overcome the 
Spirit of the Devil in us, ſo that a Man 
here may ſee his depraved Condition as 
plain as 1f he beheld his natural Face in a 
Glaſs; therefore a Man's Soul is his Spirit 
united to the Body, in which the Seed of 
the Serpent is ſown, yea, even in our Mo- 
ther's Womb; or elſe the Almighty would 
70 6A got ay, That the Imagination of his Heart is 
coniinually evil from his Youth, Gen. vi. 5, 
WW” 8, 21. nor the kingly Prophet, as above let 
forth; therefore it appears Man hath no 
| Safeguard longer than he is protected by | 
the Angel of God's Preſence, which is his 

oly Spirit that makes War in Righteouſneſs 
againſt the evil Seed of the Serpent, and 
our bodily Luſts and Paſſions, fo that theſe 
two Spirits are both contending for the Soul 
of Man; the evil one drawing the Mind to 

” Pleaſure, Vice, and Wickedneſe, and in the 

end to Heſtruction; but the good ſhewing 
us the Snares of Satan, and putting our Sins 
in order before our Face, that we may ſhun 

the Rock that two too many have ſplit 
upon; and unleſs a Man can ſee his own 
Errors and Frailties, it is impoſſible he can 
BE cver mend in Life or Converlation : So that 
I *1 I can Juitly ſay, 1 


13 
As I from Adam did proceed, 
I am à Child of Wrath, _ 
Polluted both in Thought and Deed, 
And in a State of Death 
No Part without, nor yet within, 
[Is free without a Stain, 


Defiled whole, and dead in Sin, 


Unle's I am born again. 


A Bond-ſlave unto Satan, 
Remains through Snares and Luſt, 
A Rebel worthy am to die, 
If God ſhould deal as juſt. 
The Badneſs of my Caſe to tell, 
No Words can make it plat.” 
A Wretch like to be loſt in Hell, 
Except 1 am born again, 


What though Conviclion on me fall, 


Of every Deed and Thought, 


And force me to acknowledge all, 
My Sin that hath me taught : 


The Law at leaſt would ſeize on me, 


My Sin would ſtill remain, 

From Wrath I never can be free, 
Until am born again, 

Ir this ſad State, what Hope ſhall [ 
Expect in any wiſe, a 

Who, wretched, thus condemned his: 
Before my Makers Eyes, 
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How can T then but live in Fear, 
Eupecting lo be ſlain, ; 

When Chriſt in Judgment Hall appear, 

VI am not born again. 


What though repenting I ſhould mourn, 

In Senſe of Sin each Day, 
Ard each known Duty fhould perform, 

And wholly change my Way; 
With Zeal and Prayer ftriving till 
zl A Sin I could refrain, 
Aas I /hould be wretched ſtill, 
by Not being born again, 
' What if my Knowledge ſhould avail, 
183 Myſteries to unfold, 
Or if my Faith ſhould ſo prevail, 
That threugh the ſame I could 
| Great Mountains out of Place remove, 
And Evils great refrain, 
1 72 might be loſt, if wanting Love, 
14 r That's wrought when born again, 
T4 i ” Should I of Truth Profeſhon make, 
| \ To all Example be, 

a. ſuffer Death for Jeſus Sake, 
i t Phe Flames conſuming me; 

And by each righteous Act ſhould I, 
1 [f Myſelf a Juſt Man feign, 
I might be loſt eternally, 

473 wa not been born again. 
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Should I to ſuch Attainments reach, 

As Saints ſhould me admire, 

With Zeal and Truth do others teach, 
With ſeeming true Deſire; 

Thus may I ſpend my Time and Breath, 
Zet all would be but vain, 

If T ſhould find to me at Death, 


I was not born again. 


Should I endeavour, Day by Day, 
The Way of Life to clear 

To others, and be caſt away; 
When Feſus will appear, 

My Loſs would be ſad Recompence, 
My Miſery bad Gain, 

If Chrift would ſay, Depart thou hence, 
Thou art not born again, 


What if the Saints, through Chriſt Grate, © 
Are join'd to God as one, 


To ſee bis reconciled Face, 
As their Delight alone; 
Are now become that one new Man, 
That is made up of Twain, 
J nothing ftill the better am, 
A. not being born again. 
If T believe that Chriſt hath died; 
Sinners from Wrath to free, 
And by his Blood are juſtified, 
As all true Believers be; 
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Yet what is that to me; if 1 
Yet never aid obtain, 
A Power of Faith this to apply, 
Through veins born again, 
The Time that is left me I ſhould take, 
With Speed to know my State, 
driving my Peace with God to make, W 7 
Before it is too late 
The Time thal's paſt ſufficient is, 
That I in Filth have lain, | 
1 pray therefore I may not miſs 
0 being born again, 
i i Pray God may ſeize upon my Heart, 
47 1 His Laws upon it write, 
And beſtow on me that better Part, 
F  That*s pleaſing in his Sight ;, 
* True Faith Id have, though yet as ſmal. 
er As Muſtard-Seed or Grain, 
IJ. ſurely would rejoice with all, 
Dat now are born again, 


Ten may I wait with joyful Thought, 
For Chriſt's approaching Day, 

ben perfect Peace 10 all is brought, 
Who love and keep his Way; 

All will it find, but ſome too late, 
When Chriſt ſhall come to reign, 

ET here is nothing like to ſuch a State, 

As being born again. 
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What woeful Vengeance will on thoſe 
At Chriſt's appearing fall, 
3 Who Sin and Death have rather choſe, 
3 Than to obey his Call; 
Eternal Wrath will be the Lot 

Of all with curſed Cain, 
Who in their Life-time cared not 

For being born again. 


But if I the old Man do put off, 
\ With all his ſinful Deeds, _ = 
And the new Man do put on, i 
Which Chriſt in Mercy feeds; 
No Danger is, 1 cannot miſs 
Of Happineſs to gain, 
And enter into that bleſs'd Bliſs, 
Of being bern again, 


Upon a careful Survey of myſelf and 
others, I have compared a Man to a Cabinet 
well made, and finiſhed by the Hands of a 
good Workman, which requires ſundry Keys 
to unlock it ; nevertheleſs I have known, by 
Experience, a Maſter-key, that commands 
all the Locks in the ſame Cabinet, and opens 
them with Faſe and Pleaſure : Likewiſe a 
Watch is but a ſmall Thing, yet, notwith- 
ſtanding, it hath many Movements within 
it, and would be of little uſe to the Owner 
Without a Key to it; juſt ſo is human 

Being. B 5 A Man 
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A Man being compared to a Cabinet, 1 0 
having but three Keys belonging to his Ma- 5 


chinery, the Key of Nature, the Key of 


Xx! 


Reaſon, and the Maſter-Key Grace; and this 
great Maſter-Key is the Key of David, that 
opens and no Man can fhut, and ſhuts and 


no Man can open, which every Man born 


C: into the World hath a Meaſure or Mani- 


feſtation of. 

And it is very wonderful and ſurpriſing, 
if we would rightly conſider our Exiſtence: 
A Man is made up of three Parts, a Body, a 
Soul, and a Spirit, and that Part which is 
leaft worthy, which is the Body, hath moſt 
Care and Reſpect ſhewn it, yea, more 
than the other two. Pray is not the Soul of 
Man of more Value than the Body, and the 


Grace of God in us of more Value than them 


both? The Soul of Man is immortal, and 
can never die, but muſt go to receive its 
Sentence, well done or ill done. Fear not 
\tbem who are able to kill the Body, but rather 
fear thou him who is able to deſtroy both Soul 
and Body in Hell, Luke xii. 5. 

: Therefore the Body, which is the worſt 
Part, is made to ſerve the Soul; and the 


pe 
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there are three that bear Witneſs on Earth, 


Man, i. e. one Lord, one Faith, and on, 


Spirit, Eph. iv. 4, 7. And there are. de 
Faculties in cach Specie, thoſe of the Spirit 18 


Reaſon, and Will; and that of the Bod ly 
| bred 


CH. 


, hearken, ſerve, and obey the Spirit, and 
" theſe three make up a compleat Man, 
Furthermore take Notice, how that the 
whole Orb, the Heavens, and them that are 
therein, 400 the Earth, and them that are 
therein, &c, how that they are all appar} 
by Threes 3 there are three that bear Record 
in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghoſt ; and theſe three are one and | 


the Spirit, the Water, aud the Blood; ad 
theſe three agree in one, John v. 7, 6. 1 
There are three Diſpenſations of Time, 
which is, which was, and which is to come, 
Rev, i. 8. There are three Principles; of 
Religion which ought to be beſieved by every 


Baptiſm, Eph. iv. 5. There, are three 
Species in TY a Body, à Soul, and a 


Condemnation for Sin, Juſtification for 
Righteouſneſs, and Sanctification by Faith 
and Obedience; thoſe of the Soul is ai 


the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the 

and Pride of Life; and thoſe of the heavenly 
Bodies are the Sun, the Moon, and he] 
PSs and thoſe of the Earthly Bodies ares 
. Landy 
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Land, Water, and Air; and their Products 
are Fiſh, Fleſh, and Fowls. Therefore ſee 5 
how all Things run upon Threes; and v 
although Wine be ſtrong, and the King be 8 
 Mtrang, yet Truth bears away the Victory, ; 
and of all Interlects belonging to Man, there ] 
is none ſo ſtrong as Truth; Truth lodges in e 
his Soul and Body, and they are made to 
confeſs to it. Moreover, Memory, Reaſon, | 
and Will were never known to contradict | 
themſelves z neither was it ever known that 
dhe Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, 
6 and Pride, ever Sünde one another; but 
che Truth, which is the Holy Spirit, con- 
tradicts all Faculties of both Soul and Body, 
WE whenever they do evil. Therefore great is 
che Truth which convicts and condemns all 
the Inormities of Men, and the World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil, and yet never con- 
demns a godly Life and holy Converſation; 
but it encourages, ſtrengthens and ſupports 
the Humble-hearted through all Difficulties, 
Nevertheleſs, the Enemy of Man's Soul 
lies very near, there is ſcarce a Faculty but 
what he can ſuit, even in our religious Acts, 
and prompts ſome on to ſay in their Hearts, 
tand off, Iam more righteous than thou.“ 
Tus Root ſprings from the Faculty of 
rde, and 1 ls 3 by the Name of Vain- 


glory 
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lory, and loves the Pre- eminence, i. e. to 


the Head, and to be thought much of, 


= vaunts itſelf, and deſpiſeth others, who in the 


Sight of God are of greater Value. Indeed 
Vain-glory is a very great Enemy to Men's 
Happineſs, it lulls a Man up, as it were, in 
Safety, and carnal Security, even to the Ruin 
oft · times of both Soul and Body, for it loves 
Applauſe, and to be well ſpoken of, not 
conſidering what our blefled Lord has left 
upon Record, Luke vi. 26. Woe be uno 
you when all Men ſpeak well of you. But on 
the oppoſite, Bleſſed are ye when Men ſhall © 
hate you, and when they ſhall ſeperate you from 
their Company, and ſhall reproach: you, and; 
give you an evi Name for my Sate; rejoices” 
in that Day, and leap for Fey, for behold the 2 
Reward is great in Heaven, for in like manner 
did their Fathers unto the Prophets.  , 
The Holy Apoſtle had nothing to glory ©» 
in, but his Infirmities, 2 Cor. xii. 5. and all 
they who delight in their own Glory, robo 
God of his Honour, and are vain, for that 
in me that is in my Fleſh dwelleth no good 
Thing, ſaid the Apoſtle, Rom. vii. 18, For 


all that is good, all that is comely, all that 


is praiſe-worthy, in ſhort, every good Gift. 
0 r . Gift is from above, and 
cometh + 


(x4) . 

cometh down from the Father of Li g., James 
1.17. So that Men have nothing to boaſt of, 
but in all Things ought to give God the Ho- 
nour, whois worthy for ever, for it is not in the 
Power of Man to direct his own Steps, Jer. x. 
23. Therefore glory not and lie not againſt 
the Truth, but let that which merits Glory 
have its due, and this is the Spirit of God in 
Man, which is a Guide ard a Leader to all 
the Faculties in Man, if Man in himſelf will 
only adhere to it. 

For a Man's Body is the worſt Part that 
belongs to him, becauſe it is.naturally prone 


to all manner of Wickedneſs ; for which 


A [Reaſon it is ſaid, It repented the Lord that he 
E "made Man on the Earth, and it grieved him 
at bis Heart, Gen. vi. 6. Nevertheleſs ſee 
hat Cookery, what Care, what Buſtle, and 
"Pains is taken to ſerve the Body, I ſay the 

delicate Body, that muſt be humoured in 
Seeing, Feeling, Hearing, Smelling, and 
8 "Taſting, in Eating, in Drinking, in Apparel, 
in Sleeping, in Speaking, in Walking, in 
Riding, in Viſits, in going to Plays, to Balls, 
to Comedies, to Tragedies, to Maſquerades, 
to Amphitheatres, Cock- fighting, Horſe- 


racing, to Riotings and Banquetings, to 


Chambering and Wantonneſs; in à Word, 


to all manner of Concupiſence; and was but 
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an earthly King to invite his Subjects to theſe 
Entertainments, Oh, what Crowds would 
flock to him! But, on the other hand, 
was but the Majeſty of Heaven to be upon 
Earth, as he was in former Times, and 
would invite his loving Subjects to a private 
Place, to faſt and to pray with him, and to 
drink the bitter Cup of the Croſs, which is 
Self-denial, Oh how few would bear him 
Company in Compariſon of. the above 
Therefore our Saviour had juſt Cauſe to ſay, 
Broad is the Way and wide is the Gate that 
leadeth to Deſtruction, and many there be which 
go in thereat; becauſe ſtreight is the Gate and 
narrow is the Way that leads to Life, and few 
there be that find it, Mat. vii. 13, 14. 
Vain-glory therefore is our very near 
Enemy, it dwells in all the Actions of the 
Body, and loves to be chiefeſt in all Things 
yea it has deep Root in all the Faculties of 


4 
4 
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the Soul; it values and boaſts itſelf for ies 


Memory, for its Reaſon, for its Under- 


ſtanding, and for a Will to act and perform 
any Exploit or Enterprize, yea, Vain. glory 
would take all the Honour to itſelf, and 


will not attribute any to God's Spirit, for- 


getting who it was that ſaid, Without me 


an do nothing, John xv. 5. By me Actions | 
a + and Princes decree Fuſtice, 1 
. A Council | 
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Council is mine, and ſound Wiſdom ;, I am Un- 


derſtanding, I have Strength, and my Voice is 


t the Sons of Men; Wiſdom crieth at the 


Gates, at the Entry of the City, at the coming 
in at the Doors, in the Paths and Highway, 
Wiſdom crieth without, and uttereth her Voice 
in the Concourſe, ſaying, How long, ye ſumple 
ones, will ye love Simplicity, and the Scorners 
delight in ſcorning, and Fools hate Knowledge ? 


Turn ye at my Reproof, behold I will pour out 


my Spirit unto you, I will make known my 


Words unto you, Prov. viii. 4, &c. This 


is the preat Remembrancer, the Comforter which 
is the Holy Ghoſt, bo is Wiſdom and Power 
and Strength to the Soul, to whom belongs the 


Y 55 5 Honour and the Glory, and not unto Man; 


ibis is be who will teach both Soul and Body 


= all Things, and bring all Things to the Re- 
membrance, John xiv. 26. Is not this the 


Chriſt ? So that the Wiſdom of Man with all 
his own Acquirements ard Attainments, is 
but as filthy Rags, and his Life is compared 
to a Bubble, to a Drop of a Bucket, or to 
the Corn that grows on a Houſe-top, which 
comes to nothing, juſt fo deſpicable is Man 


chat hath nothing to glory in, unleſs it be 


in his own Infiirmity. So then, 


As by one Man Sin entered the World, and 
Death ny Sin, ſo Death paſſed upon all Men, 
for 


(17) 
for that all baue finned , even ſo, by by the. 
Righteouſneſs of one, the free Gift is come upon 
all Men, unto Fuſtification of Liſe; for as by 
one Man's Diſobedience many were made Sin- 


ners, ſo by the Obedience of one ſhall many be- 


made righteous, Cor. i. 22. For as in Adam 
ail die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made 


alive, Gen. iii. 15. God ſaid, I will put 


Enmity between T hee and tbe Woman, and be- 


tween thy Seed and her Seed, John iii. 10, In 
this the Children of God are manifeſt, and 
the Children of the Devil; for this Purpoſe; 


the Son of God was manifeſted, that he * 


might deſtroy the Works of the Devil. 


By the Doctrine of the holy inſpired Pens 


men, and by our own Experience, it is very * 
plain, Man is attended with a good Spunt: 3 


and a bad z the bad, as I ſaid before, is in- 
gendered in us by Nature, by the Fall of 


our firſt Parents, and is commonly called 
Original Sin, and is expreſſed by the Apoſtle 


thus, Hereby know we the Spirit of Truth, and 
the Spirit of Error, John iv. 6. And our 


Saviour, ſpeaking to the Wicked, ſaid, ye are 


of your Father the Devil, and the Lufts of your: 
Father ye will do; for he was a murderer, and. 


a Liar from the Beginning, and abode not in the 


Truth, becauſe there is no Truth in him; whett 
he of. ada a Lye he ſpeaketh of his. own, Jar 
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he is a Liar, and the Father of it, John viii. 44. 
This is the Prince of the Power of the Air, the 
Spirit that rules in the Hearts of the Children 
of Diſobeatence, Eph. ii. 2, 3. Among whom 
alſo ye have had your Converſation in Times 
paſt, walking in the Luſts of be Fleſh, ful- 
filling the Deſires of the Mind, and were by 
Nature the Children of Wrath, even as others, 
for we wreſtle not with Fleſh and Blood, ſaid 
the Apoſtle, but aga:nſk P rincipalities and 
Powers, and againſt the Rulers of Darkneſs of 
bis World, and againſt ſpiritual Wickedvels 
mm bigh Places, becauſe Satan hin:ſelf is iranſ- 
formed into an Angel of Light, Cor. xi. 14; 
Eph. vi. 12. Therefore put ye on the 
whole Armour of God, that ye might be 
able to ſtand againſt the Wiles of the Devil; 
for the Fruits of the Spirit of God, are Love, 
Joy, Peace, Long Suffering, Gentleneſs, 


Goodneſs, Faith, Meckneſs, Temperance, - 


Patience, Brotherly Kindneſs, and Charity : 
But on the other Hand, the Fruits of the 
Devil are manifeſt in People, being filled 
with all Unrighteouſneſs, Sodomy, Fognica- 
tion, Wickedneſs, Covetouſneſs, Maliciouſ- 
neſs. full of Envy, Murther, Debate, De- 
ceit, Malignity, Wiſperers, Backbiters, Ha- 
ters of God, Detpiteful, proud Boaſters, In- 
ventors of evil T hings, Diſobedient to Pa- 


rents, 


For all manner of Worſhip that is begun in tbe 
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Mrents, without Underſtanding, Covenant 


Breakers; without natural Affection, Impla- 
cable, Unmerciful, Blaſphemers, Drunkards, 
Sweaters and Curſers, Sc. who knowing the 
Judgment of God, that they which do theſe 
Things are worthy of Death, ſhall not, with- 
out Repentance, enter the Kingdom of God, 
but ſuch were ſome of hon, but now ye are 
waſh*d, ye are ſanttified, ye are juſtified in the 
Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of 
our God, 1 Cor, vi. 11. 

Now as this is the Caſe and true State of F 
the Wicked, what muſt be done to retrench © 
them out of this Dilemma? To which I an- 
ſwer, to be ſtill and quiet, and to wait upon 
God, is the incumbent Duty of every Man 
living, becauſe that which may be known ; 
God is made manifeſt in them, for God hath i 
ſhewed it to them, Rom. i. 19. Pla. xxx. 6, 


Will of Man, and carri ed on and ended in the 
ſame, is no ways acceptable to God; nothing 
ſhort of a Sacrifice of his own preparing will 
pleaſe him, for both the plowing and praying of 
the Wicked are a Sin, Prov. xxi. 4. Pla. cix. 7. 
Therefore to wait in Silence upon God's 
Holy Spirit in us, that it may direct both 
Soul and Body, and root out the evil Seed 


of Sin f in us, is our abſolute Duty, for we 
know 


( 20) 

know not what to pray for as we ought, but 
the Spirit itſelf maketh Interceſſion for us, with 
Groanings which cannot be uttered, Rom. viii. 
26, 27. For he that ſearcheth the Heart; 
kneweth what is the Mind of the Spirit, be- 
cauſe he maketh Interceſſion for the Saints, ac- 
cording to the Will of God; alſo hear the 
Command of the Lord, Iſa. xli. 1. Keep Si- 
lence before me, O Iſlands, and let the People 
renew their Strength ; nevertheleſs if the Spirit 
of Chriſt incline thee to Prayer, pray without 
ceaſing, Theſ. v. 17. And ſay with holy 
David, my Soul doth wait upon the Lord, and 
in his Word do 1 hope; my Soul waiteth for 
the Lord- more than they that watch for the 
Morning; becauſe of his Strength will I wait 
upon him, for God is my Defence; thou telleſt 
my Wandrings, put thou my Tears into thy 
Bottle, are they not in thy Books? O Lord 
rebuke me not in thine Anger, neither chaſten 
me in thy hot Diſpleaſure; have Mercy upon me, 
O Lord, for I am weak, O Lord heal me, for 
my ſoul is ſore vexed, I am weary with my 
Groanings, all the Night make I my Bed to ſwim, 

I water my Couch with my Tears, mine Eyes 
are conſumed becauſe of Grief, O wretched Man 
that I am, who ſhall deliver me from this Body 
of Sin and Death? Rom. vii, 24. Andgas 
this is the Way with every true Penitent, 
Ko they 
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they may, with the Woman of Samaria, 

ſay, Come ſee a Man which told me all T bing 
that ever 1 did, is not this the Chriſt ? John 
vii. 29, which ſhews me my Sins, and puts 
them in order before me, that I may repent, 
O the Conflifts of the poor Soul and Body, the 
Wreſtlings of the two Seeds within Men for 
Maſterſhip, the Seed of the Woman, which is 
Chriſt Feſus, and the Seed of the Serpent! Gen. 
iii. 15. which gendereth to Bondage, Gal. iv. 
245 30. 

But what faith the Scriptures, He that 
was born after the Fleſh perſecuted him wha 
was born after the Spirit, nevertheleſs caſt out 
the Bond Woman and her ſon, for he ſhall not 
be Heir with the Son of the free Woman, © 

The two Seeds can never agree together, 
neither can the Creature ſerve two Maſters, 
for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or elſe he will hold to the one and deſpiſe 
the other, ye cannot ſerve God and Mammon, 
Luke xvi. 13. 

Bleſſed and happy is the Man whoſe Ears 
and Eyes of Underſtanding are open, to hear 
the Voice of God in the Soul, and do obey ., 
it, this indeed is Religion in Poſſeſſion, which 
far out does Religion in Profeſſion. 

But thou may ſay, How ſhall I know the 
WE of God, I am ſo wicked, I know no- 

| thing 


( 22 ) 
thing at all about it? I anſwer, The Light o 


Chriſt in thy Conſcience, which never did 
nor never will conſent to any thing that is a 


Sin, for whatſoever is reproveable in thee andi 


me is made manifejt by the Light, Eph. v. 13. 
And this Light is the Voice of God, the in- 


ſpeaking Word, and no one can be ſaid to be 


a wiſe or a _ Man, without he turns his 
Thoughts inward, to look into himſelf and 


ſiee his own State and Condition, and how 


Affairs ſtand between God and his Soul. 
The Penitent anſwers, I readily grant, if 
Conſcience be in the Cale, I have often been 
checked by it, it hath flew in my Face thou- 
fands of Times, but I never minded it; I 
little thought that it was the Light of Chriſt, 
the Seed of the Woman, it is ſo common to 
every body, I over looked it as nothing, 


therefore for the future I ſhall take more 


Notice. 

Preacher. Remember the Words of our 
Lord, who ſaid, without me ye can do no- 
thing, John xv. 5. Look unto me all ye Ends 
of the Earth, and be ye ſaved, Iſa. xlv. 22. 
Now where ſpall wwe look, ſhall we look up into 
the Clouds ? No, ſay not in thy Heart, who 


18 ſhall aſcend into Heaven, that is to bring 


Chriſt l from above, or who fhall de- 


| into the Deep, that is to bring up Chriſt 


again 


again from the Dead ? but what ſaith it, the 


1 


Word is nigh thee, even in thy Mouth, and in 
thine Heart, that thou mayeſt hear it and obey 


it, Rom. x OE 8. And the Word was God, 


John i. 1. AMA Meaſure or Manifeſtation 
thereof is given to every one 10 profit withat, 
Cor. xii. 7. What ſayeſt thou? 

Penitent. It is very poſſible, hut I thought 3 
I was rich, and wanted nothing, but now I 


find I am miſerable, and poor, and blind, and * 


naked, Rev, iii. 17. And wanteth all J. hings, 


and ſmote his Breaſt, crying, Lord be merciful 


to me, a Sinner, Luke x. 13. What Hall 1 
do to be ſaved? Acts xvi. 30. 


Preacher. Believe on the Lord Jeſus! and 9 


be baptized, and thou ſhall be ſaved. 1.5: 
Penitent, I have been baptized already). 
Preacher. By what waſt thou es 

with ? 

Penitent. By Water. 

Preacher, That is no Baum it is + buy 
an outward Sign, and not the Thing itſelf, 
Baptiſm, ſaith the Apoſtle, that is 22 
not the putting away the Filth of the Fleſh, but 
the Anſwer of a goed Conſcience towards God, 

1 Pet. iii. 21. But whenever the Word Bape 

tiſm is made uſe of, People's Thoughts fly 

directly to Elementary Water, Know ye not 

— arſe. many of us as were baptized int "oY 
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Aue put on Chriſt, Rom. vi. 3. And tha 
the true Baptiſm is a Death untg Sin, and 
new Birth unto Righteouſneſs, which exact]; 


He cannot enter into the Kingdom of Gad, John 
iii. 3. Being born from above, having put 
off the old Man of Sin, which is corrupt, 
and put on the new Man, which after God, 
is created in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, 
by which the Righteous are ſealed unto the 
Day of Redemption, Eph. iv. 22, 30. 
Peninent. os how may I attain to all 
this Happineſs ? 
Preacher, The firſt Step to all true Hap- 
pineſs, is to have Faith in God, for without 
Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe him, for he 
that cometh to God muſt firſt believe that he is, 
and that he is a rich Rewarder of all them 
who diligently ſeek him, Heb. xi, 6. 
Next Thing is 10 ceaſe to do Evil, and 
the third and laſt Thing, is to learn to do well, 
Iſa. i. 16. And it is impoſlible we can attain 
to theſe Things unleſs we deny ourſelves, 
as ſaith our Saviour, and this he ſaid to all, IF 
any Man will come after me, let him deny him- 
ſelf, and take up his Croſs daily and follow me, 


1 4 is Self- denial, Let him that ſtole ſteal no 
; 


anſwers to the Doctrine of Chiiſt ſpoken to 
Nicodemus, that except a Man be born again 


1 Luke ix. 23. So that the Croſs here ſpoken 


—— . , M- 


tha feal no more, Eph. iv. 28. 


(25) * 
Mortify your- 
ſelves from Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Cove- 
touſneſs, and from all Filthineſs and fooliſh 
Talking or Jeſting; for that no Whore- 
monger or laſcwious Perſon, Adulterers, 
Murderers, Swearers, and Blaſphemers, an 
evil Eye, Pride, Drunkenneſs, and evil Con- 
cupiſence; thoſe who continue therein can 
not inherit God's Kingdom, all theſe evil 
Things comes from within, and defile the Man, 


Mark vii. 23. and are the Effects of the 


evil Spirit in the Hearts of the Children of 
Diſobedience, | 

Therefore, if ever we expect to be ſaved, 
we muſt avoid thoſe Things, for it is by 
Grace wwe are ſaved, through Faith, and that 


not of ourſelves, it is the Gift of God, Eph. 


ii. 8. and this Gift is the Seed, and the Seed 


is the Word of God, John i. 1. which faith, 


pour out 


Turn ye at my Reproof, and I will 
my Spirit upon you, { will make known my 
Ways unto you, Prov. 1. 23. And if ye 


. = 
__ 
I * ö 
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abide in me, and my Words abide in you, aſk © 


what ye will, and it ſhall be done for you, John 


xv. 7. Provided you do not aſk in your own 
Will; for the Will of Man worketh not the 
Righteouſneſs of God, neither indeed can he, 


becauſe it is Enmity againſt God, Rom. vill. | 


7, 8. For all our own Righteouſneſs are, 


filthy Rags, Iſa, Ixiv. 6, Ye aſk and recti Thi | 
C not, 


0 


not, becauſe ye aſe amiſs, that ye might con- 
ſume it upon your Luſts, James iv. 3, | 


leth in us, luſteth to Envy and Pride; there- 
fore it is ſaid, God re/fleth the Proud, and 
giveth Grace to the Humble, 
But what is Grace? 
Anſ. The Spirit of God, which is Love, 
and is quick and powerful, and ſharper than 
any iwo-edged Sword, piercing even to the di- 
& wriding aſunder of Soul and Spirit, and of the 
Fioints and Marrow, and is a Diſcoverer of 
= zh: Thoughts and Intents of the Heart, tieb. 
3 IV, 12. | | 
Submit yourſelves therefore to God; reſiſt 
the Devil and he will flee from yu; draw nigh 
150 God, and be will draw nigh to you : Cleanſe 
BEE your Hands ye Sinners, and purify your Thoughts 
© ye Double minded. Be afflicted, and mourn, and 
LE zveep ; let your I aughter be turned into Mourn- 
d, and your Foy 1 Heavineſs, Humble 


1 vourſelves in the Sight of the Lord, and he ſhall 


Luft you up, James iv. 7, 8, 9, 10, What 
ſayeſt thou? „ 
1 Penitent. I am in a great Straight, Oh 
the Dread of the Croſs! To deny myſelf of 


hard, it is a Combat I am afraid not eaſy for 


not; 


* 


From hence it is plain there are two Spirits 
in Man, the Original in the Fall, that dwel- 


my Pleaſures and old Companions, it is very 


me to perform; for that which I do, Iallow | 
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not; and that which I ſhould not do, that 
do I; for the Good that I would do, I do 


not; but the Evil which I would not, that 
$I do; that when I would do Good, Evil 15 


preſent with me, Rom. vii. 21, 

Preacher, That is the Situation of every 
true Penitent, Conſider the Condition of 
the Children of Jjrael, when they were 
cloſely purſued by their Enemies, what Moſes 
ſaid to them from the Mouth of God, Fear 


ye not, ſtand flill and ſee the Sabvation of the 


Lord, which he will ſhew to you this Day: 

For the Egyptians, whom ye have ſeen To- 0-. 
day, ye ſhall ſee them again no more for ever, 
The | er ſhall fight for you, and ye ſhall = 
your Peace, Exod. xiv, 13, 14. 


Herein is the Touch- ſtone, and bt 1 


lieth the Dependence, Be ſtill, hold thy 
Peace, have Faith, and the Loid will fight 
thy Battles; his Time is the beſt Time; 
therefore wait upon the Lord, and he ſhall fave 
thee, Prov. xx. 22. Be ſtill, and know that 
Jam God, Pfa. xlvi. 10, Stand in Aue and 
fin not; commune with your ow91 Heart upon 
thy Bed, and be ſtill, Pla. iv. 4. for they that 
wait upon the Lord ſhall renew their Strength ; 
they ſhall mount up with Wings as Eagles, they 
ſhall run and not be weary, and they ſoall 
walk and not Tons; Ta; xt; gre 

G2 Cone 


1 990 
Conſider again, that the Children of Iſrael 


5 
did not overcome all their Enemies at once, x 
it was a Work of Time before they made a x 
compleat Victory; the firſt Conqueſt was } . 


over the Egyptians, - which kept them in 
Bondage; another over the Canaanites; ano- WW , 
i} ther over Sihon, King of the Amorites and 
| | over Oz, King of Baſban; and over the 
Medianiles, and fo on; but the Command 
of the Lo:d to them was, That they ſhould drive 
out all the Inhabitants of the Land before them, il 
and deſtroy all their Pictures and molten Images, 
and quite pull down all their high Places, 
Numb. xxiii. 52, 35. 
But if ye will not drive out the Inbabitents 
of the Land from before you, ſaid the Lord, 
then it ſhall come to paſs, that thoſe that you let 
remain with you, ſoall be Pricks in your Eyes, 
and Thorns in your Sides. | : 
Now to them that are /piritually-minged, 
there is great DocTRINE in thele Words, 
for there was nothing to be ſpared alive that 
appertained to Amalek, Sam. xv. 3. 
No to make a right Application of theſe 
Things, the Land is our Hearts, and Amalek 
the Devil, and the Inhavitants thereof are 
1 our beloved Luſts, which are to be ſubdued 
one after another in the Will of the Almighty, 
and not in our own Wills, for that we of 
ourſelves 


(29) IJ 
ourſelves can do nothing ;, but by him and 
through him we are able to overcome all our 
Enemies, that God mipht be all in all, 1 Cor. 
xv. 28. 

So then the Will of Man muſt be ſubject 
to the Will of God, it otherwiſe we can never 
expect to be ſaved, 

Penitent. My Heart is deeply affected 
with the Love of God, therefore I am ſorely 
grieved for my palt Sins, I want to mend E 
my Life and Manner of Converſation z but 
how dare J approach fo good a God, whom 
I have ſo often offended in Words and 
Actions? O Lord, forgive me, and, if it he 
thy bleſſed Will, ſtrengthen my Reſolutions; 1 
that I may learn to bear thy Croſs, to deny 
myſelf in every Thing that is contrary to th 
holy Mind and Will; and this I beg 
through the Merits of thy dear Son, who 
ſhed his moſt precious Blood on the Croſs, 

not only for my Sins, but for the Sins of 4 
the whole World. (He weeps). | | 

Preacher. 
Warfare, and they that put their Hands 10 


the Plow, and look back, are not fit for the. 
Obſerve, 14 


Kingdom of God, Luke ix, 62. 
Man's Foes are thoſe of his own Houſhold, 


Matt. x. 36. The Senſes and natural Fa- 


culties of our Bodies are Enmity with God, 
D 3 for 


A Chriſtian Life is a contimial 4 


(30 
for if we live in Pleaſure, we are dead while 
we live, ſaith the Apoſtle, Tim. v. 6. that is 


the luſtful Deſires thereof, are our grand 
Enemies, for by taſting ſtrong Liquors Men 
become drunken; and by the other Senſes, 


men; and of Plays, Balls, Comedies, Tra- 
gidies, Maſquerades, and the like, all which 
are contrary to the Croſs of Chriſt, who ſaid, 
Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in 
Heart ; take my Yoke upon you, my Yoke is 
eaſy and my Burthen is light, and ye (hall find 
Reſt unto your Souls, Matt. xi. 29, 


as going to Horle-races, Cock-fightings, 
Amphitheatres, Gaming, Wagering, and the 
BY like, are all diſpleaſing to God, and to be 
= avoided, becauſe they ſpring from a Fleſh- 
Fend Appetite, and are a ſowing to the 
leſh, which ought to be curbed and deny'd, 
4 0 for, faith our Saviour, Think not that I am 
come to ſend Peace on Earth; I come not 10 
end Peace, but a Sword, Matt. x. 34. 
And again, I am come to ſend Fire on 
the Earth, and what will I if it be already 
= kindled; for our God is a conſuming Fire, 
Feb. xii. 29. to burn up Sin; therefore, le! 
1 your 


' 
f; 
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2 


dead to God; for that Hearing, Seeing, 
Feeling, Smelling, and Taſting, fulfilling | 


they have carnal Knowledge of leud Wo- 


So likewiſe in other rural Diverſions, ſuch 


that I may at all Times be not only quick 1 


(31) Y 
your Loins be girded about, and your Lights © 
burning, and be ye yourſelves like Men that 


* wait for the Lord, that when he cometh and 
| knocketh, at the Door of your Hearts, ye may 


be ready to open unto him, Luke xii. 38. 

Jeſus Chriſt came not to ſew Pillows under 
Arm-holes, that People may reſt ſoft in their 
Sins; My Word is as. a Fire, ſaith the Lord, 
and like a Hammer thut breaketh the Rock in 
Pieces, Jer. xxiii. 29. the ſtony Hearts of | 
Men and Women, and if any Man open to 
me, I will come in to him, and ſup with him, 
and he with me, and he ſhall be my Diſciple, 
Rev. iii. 20. 

Penitent. Oh, the wonderful condeſending 
Goodneſs of God to us poor worthleſs Mor- 
tals! who thus enlightens our Underſtand- A 
ing by his Holy Spirit; grant, O Lord, 


to hear, but ready to obey, through the 
Merits of thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord! Amen. 
Preacher. The Diſpenſation of God was 
the Law deliver'd to Moſes, and peach 1 
to the Jews, which conſiſted in outward' * 
Ordinances, Offerings, Oblations, and Ce- 
remonies ; and, without Doubt, while they 7 
continued obedient thereto, the People were 
accepted therein. But the Diſpenſatiog of 
C4 "the 


the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt is of another 
Kind ; for as theirs was all done by outward 


Performance, ſo Chriſtians are inwardly to 


perform, God requires a ſpiritual Wor- 
ſhip; obſerve his own Doctrine, God ts 
a Spirit, and they that worſhip him muſt wor- 
ſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, and the Fa- 
ther ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip bim, John iv. 24. 
For what the Law could not do in that it 
was weak through the Fleſh, God ſent his 
* only begotten Son in Likeneſs of ſinful 


| - Fleſh, and for Sin condemned Sin in the 


| Fleſh, Rom. viii. 34, That the Righteouſ- 
| neſs of the Law might be fulfilled in us, 
Who walk not after the Fleſh, but after the 
Spirit, that no Fleſh ſhould glory in his Pre- 
ſence, 1 Cor. xxix. 30, 31. But him that 


glorieth, let him glory in the Lord, who is 


made unto us Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sancti 
cation, and Redemption, for he blotted out the 
Hand-writing of Ordinances, Col. ii. 14. 
nailing it to his Croſs ; ſo that Chrilt is be- 


come all in all to them which believe, ſo 


that we have no need of the Law, nor 


of the Prophets now, nor of Fobn the Bap- 


tieft ; for behold a Greater than all them is 
here, they were but Servants, but Chriſt is 
Heir and Lord of all, Matt. xxi. 36. 


Penitent k 


(33 + 
Penitent, Theſe Doctrines are very com- 
fortable to my Soul, O Lord, I believe them 


all, help thou mine Unbelief! O grant that a 


they may take deep Root in my Heair, that 
I may grow in Grace and Obedience to thy 
Requirings, in the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt! Amen. 

Preacher. Conſider and remember, that 
the Will of Man worketh not the Righteouſneſs 
of God, Eph. ii. 2. And it is evident it can- 
not, for the very Plowing of the Wicked is a 


Sin, and his Sacrifice is an Abomination, Prov. 
XX1, 4. Ch. xv. 8. we have the Word of G 


for it. Gen. iv. 5. But unto Cain and 10 his 
Offering he had not Reſpect. And what was 
the Cauſe? If thou dojt well, ſhalt thou not 


be accepted, but if thou doſt not well, Sin | | 


lieth at thy Door; therefore the Will of 


Man muſt be denied and rejected, and a Man 


muſt wait to know the Will of God, becauſe 
the two Seeds wreſtle in him for Maſter- 
ſhip ; the Seed of the Serpent, called the 


Devil, and the Seed of the Woman, called 4 
_ Chriſt Jeſus; and this Seed of the Serpent 
is called a ſtrong Man armed, that keepeth 


his Palace and his Goods, which are his 


Sins, at Peace, until a ſtronger than he 


comes, which is Chriſt Jeſus, whoſe Power 


is ſtonger than that of the Devil, who taketh 
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and bindeth the ſtrong Man, and taketh 


away his Armour wherein he truſted (Sin) 
and diſpoſſeſſeth him, and caſts him forth, 


Luke xi. 21, Wherefore by their Fruits ye | 


Hall know them, tor the good Spirit never 
inclineth the Mind to do Evil, Matt. vii. 20. 

He that committeth Sin is of the Devil, but 
whoſoever is born of God doth not commit Sin, 
becauſe his Seed remaineth in him, and he can- 
not fin, 1 John iii. 8, 9. So that every 


EF thing that is Evil cometh of the Devil, 
and every thing that is Good cometh of God; 
therefore thy Duty and mine is to wait in 


Silence, and to obſerve and ſee the Work- 


ings and Motions of theſe two Seeds in the 


Soul, and he that overcometh and keepeth my 
Word, unto the End, the ſame ſhall be cloathed 
Wil h white Raiment, and I will not blot his 
Name out of the Book of Life; he ſhall eat of 


. #be hidden Manna, and Iwill confeſs his Name 


before my Father, and beforethis Angels, Rev. 
I. 5, Sc. 

Penitent, O Lord my God, whom J ap- 
proach with a ſorrowful Heart, for all my 
Sins, hear me, if it be thy bleſſed Will! 
diſpoſſeſs the ſtrong Man armed in me, and 


every other thing that is diſagreeable to thy 
divine Will; Thou, O Lord, thou knoweſt 
1 * Weakneſs and my Wants, and how I am \ 
| | | oppreſſed, 


I Nr TS 
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oppreſſed, tempted, and afflicted, diſordered 

and over- powered by Paſſions, and ſtained 
with Pollution; Oh how black are my Of- 
fences againſt Thee, O Lord my God! 
when I look back and conſider all my Ways 
and Wanderings, I am a Monument of thy 
Mercy, a Brand pluck'd out of the Fire z 
but whom have I to fly to, but to Thee, O Ml 
Lord? Thou art my Succour againſt all in- 
firmities, and my Support under all Calami- 
ties and Diſtreſſes. Turn, O Lord, my 
Tears into true Repentance, and ſweeten all 


my bitter Cups, and ſtrengthen me to rum 


the Race that is ſet before me, in the Ways 
of thy Commandments, that I may wreſtle 


for thy Kingdom in thy Will, and not in 
mine; that ſo, O Lord, by thy divine Light, 


may ſee and diſcover all the Wiles and 
Stratagems of Satan, and overcome him by 
the Power of thy Might, who is God over 4 
all worthy of Praiſe, and bleſſed for ever. 
Amen. | = 
Preacher, If thou haſt a mind to pre- 
ſerve thy Integrity, then keep thy Mind in- 
ward to thy Guide, the Light of Chriſt, and 
it will keep thy Faith ſtedfaſt, thy Mind in- 
nocent, and thy Converſation quiet and un- 


diſturbed; content thyſelf with the Enjoy, 


of God's Preſence, and it will keep 
thee 


636) 
thee from the thorny Paths of Controverſy 
and unprofitable Diſputes. Happy is the 
Man, whoſe Meekneſs and Poornefſs of Spirit 
cauſes him to walk in the plain Paths of his 
Duty, for pure Religion ſtudies God's Coun- 
ſels and avoids vain Babbling, but labours to 
underſtand found Judgment; many Inſtances 
have been of too many, who aſſuming 
in their own Wills to find out the deep 
Things of God, and of real Religion, have 
cavelled and argued themſelves out of it, and 
ſo made Shipwreck of Faith and a good 
Conſcience, by too deep Penetration and 
k P*S.btilty of human Reaſoning, for the Devil 
by his Subtilty argued our Mother Eve out 
of her pure Religion; therefore human Rea- 
ſon ought to ſubmit to the Grace of God, 
and to aſk his Counſel, for Woe be to them 
- that take Counſel and not of me, ſaith the 
Lord, and cover with a Covering, but not of 
my Spirit, that they may add Sin to Sin, Ia. 
xxx. 1. But many there be who exalt hu- 
man Reaſon above the Witneſs in them, for- 
getting him who illuminates it, and gives 
the Honour that is due to God to themſelves; 
this was the Caſe of Moſes and Aaron, at the 
Waters of Meribah, when they ſmote the 
Rock, and gave the Honour, that was due 
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| to God to themſelves : Here now ye Rebels, 
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muſt we fetch you Water out of this Rock? 
when at the ſame Time it was God that 
brought it forth, for which Caufe the Al- 
mighty was angry with them, and ſaid they 
ſhould not enter the promiſed Land, Numb. 


xx, 10, c. becauſe they did not ſanctify 
the Lord before the People, I wiſh it may 
not be the Caſe of thoſe, who, inſtead of Xx 
giving the Honour due to God's Spirit in 
themſelves, give it to human Reaſon and 


Letter- learning. 


People therefore ought to ſubmit to the 


inward Appearance of Light and Grace, a 


2 


22 N 
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to be obſervant thereto, and not to exalt 


themſelves, but be humble and thanłkful, 
and give the Glory to God; but many raiſe 
Objections and Difficulties concerning this 
Light of Chriſt by his inward Appearance 


in the Soul, and think it all a Jeſt. Ne- 4 


vertheleſs the Righteous of all Ages have 


4 
= 


partaken of it, and bear T eſtimony to the 


ſame ; there is, ſaith one of them, a more 


ſure Word of Prophecy, whereunto ye do well, 


that ye take heed, that is to a Light that * 
ſhineth in a dark Place until the Day daun, 
and the Day-jtar ariſe in your Hearts, 2 Pet, 


i. 19. However, Doubts and Reafonin 
will ariſe in People's Minds, occaſioned by 


the n of the Devil, which are not 
ü always 


( 33) 


| always ſinful to the Perſons actuated therein, 
| unleſs they give too much way thereto ; for 
it is no Sin to be tempted, but the Sin lies 
in yielding to the Temptation, for the Temp- 
& tation is induſtriouſly ſuited by his wicked 
& Artifice, to draw away the Mind and Affec- 
tions of the People into a reaſoning Diſpoſi- 


& tion, and fits his Baits to the Weaknels of 


the Creature, like an Enemy coming to be- 
E fiege a City, who will chuſe the weakeſt Side 
to effect his Deſign, 

]ßjiuſt ſo is Satan in every Reſpect with Man, 
anc no longer than Man is upon his Guard, 
and ſupported by God's Grace, is he fafe ; 
therefore keep upon thy Watch, and eye the 
& Light in thy Conſcience, and thou will eaſily 
h perceive and ſee into all his Attempts, 

4 Avoid vain Diſputes about Religion, but 
= he able to give an Anſwer of the Hope that 
is in thee, and think not if the Lord with- 
E draws himſelf, that thou art forſaken ; no, 


it is for the Trial of thy Faith. That thou 


mighteſt look into thyſelf and tee what is the 
Cauſe, and by thy patient waiting and 
watching, in Prayer, the Lord whom thou 
ſeekeſt will ſuddenly come to his Temple, 
Therefore, 
Perſevere in thy Chriſtian Warfare with 
{ Reſolution and Chcarfulneſs, and whatſo- 
ever 


( 39) 
| ever thou findeſt too hard for thy Under- 
ſtanding, wait Chriſt's Time, for he was 

the Lamb that was found worthy to open 
the Book, and to looſe the Seals, and will 
make known his Will ſufficient enough, 
that the wayfaring Man, though a Fool, 
ſhall not err therein, Iſa. xlv. 8. Remem- 4 
ber alſo, and take this general Caution, he 
dwells with the Humble, and ſhews of his il 
Ways to the Meek, and reveals himſelf to 
Babes; but hides his Grace and Knowledge 
from the Proud, and from them that are 
wile in their own Conceit, Reaſon may 5e 
deceived, becauſe it is human, but Faith 
hath Chriſt for its Foundation, and cannot 
Err. 4. Y 
Therefore if thou wouldſt be perfect, sell 
all thy ſenſual Pleaſures, Luſts, and Vanities, 1 
and follow Chriſt in a regenerated State, and 
thou ſhalt have Treaſure in Heaven. af 

Take Notice, the more thou forſakes thy 
own Will, the more thou doſt poſſeſs Chrift's 1 

Will, which is our Sanctification; the nigher I 
thou drawſt to God, the nigher he will draw 
to thee z and the more thou reſiſts the Devil, 
the more weak his Power grows; ſo that 
at length his evil Seed will be entirely rooted i 
out of thy Heart, and Chriſt will take 
Rn, whoſe Right it is to rule and 


reign 


(40) 
reign in all our Hearts, and that for ever- 
more. Amen, 1 
Penitent. O how comfortable is this 
Doct ind to my Soul! Grant, O Lord, if 
tit be thy Will, it may reſt with me, and be | 
like a Nail faitened i in a ſure Place, that, as I | 

row in Years, I may grow in the Know- 
ledge of thy divine Grace and Obedience ? 
This, O Lord, is the fervent Petition of thy 
poor Servant, who is in earneſt for a King- 
dom, whoſe Builder and Maker is Thee 
alone: Weaken, I beſeech thee, the Power of 
Satan in me, by thy renew'd Viſitations, 
1 that at length I may firmly be grounded 
and cſtalliſhed in thy pure Religion, and 
live and walk in it to thy Honour and Glory, 
until Time to me in this World ſhall be no 
more. Amen. 
Preacher. The Emphaſis or Importance 
of the Word Religion, ſignifies to bind, 
EF which if rightly applied to us, ought to be 
ſo indeed, becanſe Religion is a Principle of 
Faith entertain d in the Mind, a believing in 
a firſt-moving Cauſe of all Cauſes, as in God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghoſt; and this Religion is fo bind- 
ing, and ſo generally receiv*d, that I know 
. "of no Sect or People in the known World, 
I but what believes there is a God; neverthe- 
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leſs there are them who believe there are 
many Religions, but that is a great Miſtake, 
I never could find any more than two, i. e. 
a Good and a Bad, a Wiſe and a Fooliſh, or 
rather a pure Religion and a Vain, the latter 
of which is not worthy to be called one, but 
what ſignifics a Profeſſion of Religion with- 
out a Poſſeſſion in it? a Proftefli m without i 
Poſſeſſion ſignifies nothing, Bodily Exerciſe i 
profiteth little, 1 Tim, iv. 8. I is the Spirit 

. that quickeneth, the Fleſh profiteth nothing, 
John vi. 63. And, as Paul fail to the 
Heathens, I perceive that in all Things you 
are too ſuperſtitious. For as I paſs'd by and 
beheld your Devotions, I found an All ar with 
this Inſcription, TO THE UNKNOWN 
G O D, whom therefore ye ignorantiy worſhip 3 1 
him, declare I unto you. God that made the i 
World and all Things therein, ſecing that be 
is Lord of Heaven and Earth, dwelleth not in 
Temples made with Hands: Neither is he wor- 
ſhiped with Men's Hands, as though he needed | 
any Thing, ſeeing be giveth to all Life and. * 
Breath, and all Things ;, and hath made of one 
Blood all Nations of Men, for to dwell upon 
the Face of the Earth, that they ſhould ſeek © 

the Lord, if happily they might feel after him, 
though be te not far from every one of us; for, 
| | Z 
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in him wwe live, and move, and have our Being, 
Acts xvii. 23, Sc. This is real Religion to 
feel and poſſeſs him in our Souls, and to 
cy him in our Laves and Actions amongſt 
Men. 
Furthermore faith Chriſt, This is Life 
Ni, that they might know Thee the only 
true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt 
ent, John xvii, 3. And this Knowledge 


obey it; herein conſiſts theſe two Religions, 


was wiſe and built his Houſe upon a Rock, 
but the other was fooliſh and built his Houſe 
upon the Sand; and they both heard the 
= Sayings of Chriſt, and the Wiſe obeyed 
them, but the Fooliſh diſobeyed and ne- 
"WM pected his Lord's Commands, 

The Want of Conſideration and Self-de- 
=. nal is the Cauſe of all this, and is the Rea- 
& ſon why ſo many poor Souls are loſt and ſunk 
i an Abyſs of perpetual Woe and Miſery ; 
and to remedy it, I know of no better or 


& ſafer Way, than to take away the Caule, i e. 


to leave off ſinning, and then the Effect will 
ceaſe. Therefore, if ever we have amind 

to be ſaved, we muſt apply Conſideration 
and Self. denial, and hearken to the Sayings 
ef Chriſt, and obey them; and this is Religion 


fignifies nothing at all to us, without we 


which are compared to two Builders; one 
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in Poſſeſſion, which far out-does Religion by 


Profeſſion, The Apoſtle Fames tells. you 

) more of the Matter, i. 26. 1f any Man among 

t you ſeem to be religious, and bridles not his 
Tongue, be deceiveth his own Heart, his Relt- 

ö gion is vain; and then he goes on again and 

4 tells us what pure Religion is, which is 10 


| viſit and relieve the Diſtreſs'd, and to keep * 
| ourſelves from the Spots and Pollutions F 

| this World. This, I ſay, when coupled ⁶ 

# with Faith and Obedience to God Almighty*s 

revealed Will in the Soul, is the pure Life 

and Marrow of true Religion. 3 

Further Inſtances alſo we have of theſe 

two Religions, in the Parable of the ten 

Virgins, and of the Talents, Mat. xxv. 1. 

five were wiſe and five were fooliſh, which 

I refer my Reader to. n 

The next Thing that joins pure Religion, 

is true Worſhip due by us to Almighty God, 

which muſt be, or at leaſt ought to be per- 

formed on our Parts, according to his own 
Preſcriptions left upon Record, Jobn iv. 21, 

Jeſus ſaith unto her, Woman believe me, . the 

Hour cometh and now is, when the true Nor- 

| ſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father in Spirit and 

ia Truth, for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to wor- 

hip him; and the Reaſon Chriſt gives for it 

ts, becauſe hat God is a Spirit, and they that 
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worſhip him muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in 
Truth, o this ſpiritual Worſhip is what 
we are to enquire into, and earneſtly to preſs 
after, which I find upon a ſtrict Enquiry to 
be inwardly perfotmed, becauſe the Spirit of 
a Man is inward, the Grace of God is in- 
Ward, and fo alſo is the Seed of the Ser- 
pent 3 therefore the Mind muſt be turned 
inward by way of Inſpection, o lee which: 


of the three be predominate ; and ſome- 


times the World, the Fleſh, 4} the Devil 
is uppermoſt in us, and this cauſ5 a Struggle 
between the two Sceds; then the Light of 


Chriſt interpoſes and diſcovers the evil 
and ſhews the Soul of Man its bewitch- 


ing Inticements, his alluring Baits; and 
then the Creature breaths forth Supplica- 


tion to Almighty God, to be dehvered 
and the Lord anſwers his Petition, ſaying, 
My Grace is ſufficient for thee, by which 
Means Joy unipeakaHle is introduced in his 
Room, which cauſes Adoration and Bowing 
of Soul, Reverence and godly Fear; there- 
fore ſpiritual Worſhip is a ſecret Happinels, 
and loves a retired Mind, and cannot abide 
the Noiſe and Pomps of this World, and 


reſt only in the Enjoyment of God's Spirit 
in the Soul, which by yielding Obedience 


bbereto, brings to it eternal Life, John 5 . 
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For it fearcheth all Things, yea the deep 
Things of God, which are reveal'd unto us. 
by his Holy Spirit, Rom... 10. 

But, to come more cloſely to the Point, the 
true Worſhip of God doth not conſiſt in 
much ear nor altogether in Silence, 
but in an inward Submiſſion to his divine 
Will, who ſaid, He that hath an Ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit ſaith unto the 
Churches, Rev, iii, 22. Ye ſpall be all taught 
2 God, John vi. 45. Becauſe ye have an 

Uuction from the Holy One, and know all Things 


taught you, ye ſhall abide in him, John! i. 2, 
20, 27. : 
But on thSther hand, falſe Worſhip loves 
to be in a Croud, and to draw the Eyes of 
the World after her, and does make loud 
Acclamations in Praying, Preachiug, and 
Singing to God, and of his Holy Spirit and 
Grace, and at the ſame Time know little or 
nothing about it; they do not feel it in 
themſelves, they are deaf to its Calls, and 
will none of his Reproofs, they begin in 
their own Wills and carry it on and end in 4 
TheſeareWells withoutWater, Clouds that 
are carried with a Tempeſt ; they allure, thro? 
the Falte of the F leſn and much 9 


. 
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thoſe that were clean eſcaped from them who 
live in Error, for while they promiſe the Peo- 
ple Liberty, hey themſelves are the Servants 
of Sin, 2 Pet. 11. 17. But what faith our 
Saviour to ſuch Religion? Ze worſhip ye 
know not what, but we know what we wor- 


ſbip, John iv. 22, There is a great deal of 
Doctrine in theſe Words; ye teach God is 


incomprehenſible, we teach if is Life eternal 
to know God, and Feſus Chriſt whom he hath 


1 ſent, John xvii. 23. Ye teach God afar off, 
| we teach him a God nigh, even in the 


Heart and in the Mouth, that we may hear him 


and obey him, Rom. x. 8. Ye teach that 


Man is made up only of two Parts, a Body 


and Soul; we teach that Man Exiſts of three 


Parts, a Body, a Soul, and a Spirit, Ger. 
vi. 3. Heb. iv. 12, Ye teach the People for 


Money, and without it will not teach the 


People at all; but we teach that the Goſpel 


E Miniſtry is free, and dare not take a Far- 
thing for teaching, Mat. x. 8. Ye teach 
the People Forms of formal Prayers, we 


teach the Words of St. Paul, who ſaid, 


Mie know not what we ſhould pray for as we 


ought, but the Spirit itſelf maketh Interceſſion 


4 for us with Groanings that cannot be uttered, 
= Rom, viii. 26. Ye teach, that Letter- learn 
ing is the only Thing :e<quiſite to make a 
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Goſpel-miniſterz we teach not in the Words 
hich Man's Wiſdom teacheth, but that 


which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, comparing 
ſpititual Things with ſpiritual; for my Speecb 


and my Preaching, ſaith Paul, was not with 
enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, but in te 


| Demonſtration of the * Spirit and of Power, 


1 Cor. ii. 4. 
In ſhort, God Almighty doth not want 
Words ſo much as he does the Aﬀe@ions 
My Son, ſaith he, give me thy Heart, it is my. 
Temple, I dwell not in Temples made with 


Hands; bleſſed is the Man that bearetb me, 


watching at my Gates, waiting at the Poſt of 
my Doors, for whoſo findeth me findeth Life, 


and ſhall obtain Favour of the Lord, Prov. 
viii. 34. 4 =_ 
| Ye teach Met to curſe one another, on 
Aſh-wedneſday ; but we teach People not to: 
curſe, but to bleſs, Luke vi. 28. Ye teach 


People to ſwear before a Magiſtrate, but we 


teach not to ſtvear at all, but let your Com- ; 


munication be yea, a, and nay, nay ; for aubat- 
ever is more thaꝶ this cometh of Evil, Mar. 
v. 37. Ye teach that the ſeventh Day is 
the Sabbath; we teach that the firſt Day 1 


eal Sabbath; ye teach the People there is 


de Chriſtian Sabbath, and that Chriſt is hes 


wo ACTRINENESS and we teach there js no 
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ſuch Word in all the Scriptures. - Ye teach 
that the eating of Bread and drinking of 
Wine, and the ſprinkling of Infants Faces 
with Water are neceſſary 
we teach that Chriſt himſelf is the Bread, 
and the Wine, and the Water, and that it is 
he that nouriſheth the Soul with Food ho- 
mogenial to itſelf, becauſe the Soul being 
Spirit muſt have ſpiritual Food, or other- 
wiſe 1t would die as to God. And Feſus 
ſaid unto them, I am the Bread of Life ;, be 
that cometh to me ſhall never hunger, and he 
that believeth on me ſhall never thirſt, John 


vi. 35. VI waſh thee not, thou haſt no Part 


with me, John xiii. 8. I am the living Wa- 
ter, whoſoever drinketh of the Water that J 
ſhall give him, ſhall never thirſt : But the Ma- 


T7 725 1 ſhall give him, ſhall be in him a 


Well of Water ſpringing up into everlaſting 


Lie, John iv. 14. 
Ho, every one that thirſtetb, come ye to the 


Matters, and he that hath no Money, come ye 


light icſelf in Fatneſs, 


Buy and eat, yea, come buy Wine and Milk 


without Money, and without Price. Where- 
Pore do ye ſpend Money for that which is not 
Bread ? And your Labour for that which ſa- 
tisfieth not? Hearken diligently unto me, and 
eat ye that which is good, and let your Soul de- 
Incline your Ear and 

Cc ome 
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come unto me; hear, and your Soul ſpall live, 
and I will make an everlaſting Covenant with 
you, even the ſure Mercies of David. Behold, 
1 have given bim far a Witneſs, to be a Lea- 
der and Commander. t@ tbe People, Iſa. Iv. 
I, 2, 3, I 
| They. who are ſly minded can 1 read | 
this in themſelves he is the true Witneſs Þ} 
and true Leader and Commander, if we will 
but diligently hearken and obey his Voice in 
our Souls, which faith, This is the Way, walk 
ye in it, Iſa. xxx, 21. Bleſſed are all they 
that wait for him, for in Quietneſs and Con- 
Fidence ſhall be their Strength, ver. 15. 

Men and Women are lead to believe. that 
they are made up only of two Parts, a Soul 
= and a Body; and ſome think it irkſome and 
a | tireſome to meditate, or to wait upon God, 
gs | without Words; but, if they believe Chriſt 

and his Apoſtles, they are made up of three i 
„e diſtinct Parts, to wit, a Body, a Soul, and a 
ve Spirit, and this Spirit or Grace bath ap- ® 
ik | peared unto all Men: And to what End or 
-- F Purpoſe think you? Why, to teach the 
of People, that denying Ungodlineſs and the 
J= World's Luſts, they Jpould live righteoufly, 
id  ſoberly, and godly, in this preſent World 5s 
e- ſo that we are not at a Loſs for a Teacher, 1 
4 for the Grace of God is our Teacher, ana 
e D we 
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we wait in Silence to be taught by him, 
for he teaches as never Man taught, for 
this is him whom the Woman of Samaria 
bears Teftimony to, When ſhe esche ; in 


the Streets, ſaying, Come ſee a Man who hath 

told me all Things that ever I did, is not this 

the Chriſt? T 2 = flocked out to ſee 
t 


and to hear him, heir Anſwer to her 


bil Was, Now we believe, not becauſe of thy Re- 


port ; but we bave heard him ourſelves, and 


know that this indeed is the Chriſt, the Saviour 


of the World, John iv. 42. 
Obßjection. Some are fo lilly as to fay, 


That the Soul and the Spirit are one and the 


ſame identical Thing; to ſuch I anſwer, no, 
hear the Word of God for it, who ſaid, My 


Spirit ſhall not always firive with Man, for 


that he is but Fleſh, Gen. vi. 3. And 1 pray 


C your whole Spirit, and Soul, and Body be 
7 22 blameleſs, "1 hel, v. 2. For the 


Word of Ged is quick and powerful, and ſharper 
than any two-edged Sword, piercing even to 


| 1 the dividing aſunder of Soul and Spirit, and 


of the Foints and Marrow, and is a Diſ- 


cCoverer of the Thoughts and Intents of the 


Heart, Heb. iv. 12. And they that have 
not the Spirit of Chriſt are none of his, Rom. 


vii. 9. 


Clouds 
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Clouds of Proofs may be brought, but 
theſe are ſufficient to convince them who 


are in earneſt for Hes 
may till doubt, 155 Peak more to the 
N to wit, © | "A is made up of 
four Element Rank, Air, Fire, and 
Water; and ed, the five 
Senſes, Seeing; N og. Smelling, 
and Taſting 3 and die all quickned 


ren: But, leſt they 


by the Soul, for the Soul 15 the Life of Man. 


Gen. ii. 7. For God breathed into Man's 
Noſtriis the Breath of Life, and be became a 
living Soul, 

A ſplendid Piece of Machinery far ex- 
celling the Arts and Sciences of Men, and, 
while Man continued in Obedieace, none 
were more bleſs'd, nor none ſo happy, un- 
til they hearkened to the Voice of the Ser- 
pent, and then diſobey'd the Command 


of God, at which Time Sin entered our firſt 
Parents, and ever fince, through them, it is - 


inherent in us; ſo that now the Faculties 


of our Bodies are tainted by the Poiſon of 


Satan, which cauſed the Almighty to fa 


That every Imagination of the Thoughts 7 
Man's Heart was only Evil continually, Gen. 


vi. g. And that the Heart of Man is decei. 


ful, and above all Things deſperately wicked, 
bo can know it ? Jer, xvii. 9. 
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So that we may ſay with the Apoſtle, 
That in me, that i is, my Fleſh, divellelh no good 
Thing, Rom. vii, rs, By which It appears, 
the Faculties of M are a Compound 
of Wickedneſs, 4 . up in three 
Sentences, to e 7p, be 


Luſt of the Eyes * Feu of Life, 
Let this theref@ s the Body, 
and next I 1 ip k Soul. 


The Soul, , is the Breath 
of God, and conſeqtiently the Life of Man; 


therefore its Faculties are Memory, Reaſon, 


and Will; for what ſignifies for a Man to 
have Reaſon or Underſtanding, unleſs he 
hath a Will to perform ? Or what ſignifies 
a Memory without a Will? Or a Will with- 
out a Memory, unleſs he hath Reaſon ? 
therefore Memory, Reaſon, and Will are 
the Faculties of the Soul of Man, which 
cauſes Thought and Conſideration in Men, 
Women, and Children, and diſtinguiſheth 


them fiom brute Beaſts. 


The next Thing I am to prove is, whe- 
ther we poſſeſs a Spirit beſide the Soul, and 


then to demonſtrate its Faculties; But there 


zs, ſaid Elihu, a Spirit in Man, and the In- 


| 1 of the Almighty giveth an Under- 


Standing, Job xxxii. 8. Who hath put Wiſ- 
dom in the inward Parts ? And who hath 
given 


1 
given Underſtanding to the Heart ? Job xxviii. 
36. This, with what I have ſaid above, 15 
ſufficient to prove the Spirit of God in Mao, 
and that it is a diſtinet Specie from the Soul; 
I have now only to ſhew what its Facul- 


ties are, which are Love, Joy, and Peace, 


Gal. v. 22. Which, to a Demonſtration, 
is abſolutely ſo by following us with con- 
tinual Convictien or Condemoation in our 
Conſciences ſor Sin, which are contained in 
our Thoughts, Words, and Actions ; this, 
1 fay, is the higheſt and greateſt Love of 
God, to viſit poor wretched Man, by long 
waiting, courting, and inviting him to ac- 
cept of him in their Souls; and as many as 
do receive him and obey, can witneſs Juſti- 


fication by Faith, and Sanctification by a 


ſteady Perſeverence, which brings Joy and 
Peace unſpeakable, ſo that theſe three, as 


above ſet forth, are the Faculties of God's 


Spirit in the Souls of Men, Condemnation 
for Sin, Juſtification for Righteouſneſs, and 
Sanctification by a ſteady Perſeverence there- 
in, and its Fruits are in all Goodneſs, Righte- 


ouſneſs, and Truth, and is ſown in Peace in 


the Hearts of all them that love Peace, Eph, 
v. 9. 
From hence a Concluſion may be ſafel 


drayn. The Body is made to ſerve the 


9 Soul, 


1-3) 


Soul, and the Soul and Body arc made to 
ſerve the Spirit or Grace of God, -for that 
Seeing, Feeling, Hearing, Smelling, and 
Taſting, with all their Juſtful Paſſions and 
Inclinations, ought to be ſubſervient to Me- 
mory, Reaſon, and Will; and alſo that 
Memory, Reaſon, and Will, with all the 
Senſations of the Body, ought to be ſubſer- 
vient to God's Spirit, who ſays, Turn ye at 
my Reproof ; why will ye die, O Houſe of 
Iirael ? Ezek. xxxiii 11. For the Reproof of 
Inſtruction is the Way to Life, Prov. vi. 23: 
And he «whom the Lord loveth he chaſtiſeth, as 
a Man doth his only Son, who ſerveth Lim, 
Prov. xili. 24. And if ye endure not Chaſtiſe- 
ment, then are ye Baſtards, and not Sons, 
Heb. xii. 8, And as I live, ſaith the Lord, 
T defire not the Death of a Sinner, but rather 
that all ſhould return, repent, and live, Ezek. 
xxxili. 11, For 1 come not, ſaid Chriſt, to 
call the Riebleous, but Sinners to Repentance, 
Mat. ix. 13. 

Moi eover know TOTS and take it for a 
3 general Rule, that the Faculties of the Budy 
© never contradict the Faculties of the Body; 
| Vcing does not contradict Seeing, nor Hear- 
ing contradict Hearing, and ſo on; nei- 
ther doth Memory contradict the Memory, 
nor x Reaſan contradict Reaſon, nor the Will 
contradict 
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ſworn an Oath, or told a Lie, or ſpoken an | 
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contradict the Will: Nevertheleſs ſomething 
contradicts, but what is it, or what mult it 
be? I anſwer, The Light of Chriſt in the 
Conſciences of Men and Women, and no- 
thing elſe contradicts. Obſerve how fre- 
quent it is for People, after they have 


ill Word, or done an ill Actien, to ſay, 
God forgive me ! Conſcience condemns 
them, and flies in their Face, and they know 
they have ſinned againſt God, 
Therefore the Duty of every one is to 
take diligent Care to do nothing that their 
Conſciences condemns them for, becauſe it ii 
no leſs then the Light of Chriſt, which ſhews © 
them their Sins, and this 1s the great Love 
of God; for God is Love, and his Con- 
NW is againſt all the Unrighteouſneſs of 
en. 
Therefore the Axe muſt be laid tothe Root, 
and our wicked Aﬀections muſt be cut off, 
before we can find Peace to our Souls; for 
the old Man of Sin muſt be rooted out, and } 
the new Man, which is made after the Image 
of Righteouſneſs, muſt be placed in his 
Room; or otherwiſe, if it be not ſo, the evil 
Seed in us might transform itſelf like to.an 
Angel of Light, and may blind that Eye 
that hath often been opened, and may pro- 
D 4 claim 
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claim a falſe Peace; for there is a falſe Peace, 
a falſe Reſt, and falſe Affections, as well as 


there is a falſe Spirit; ſo on the other hand, 


there is a true Peace, a true Reſt, and true 
Affections; and their Contraries are all oc- 
caſioned by the two Seeds, the good and 
the bad, which we poſſeſs in ourſelves. 

And what if the Lord our God ſhould 
withdraw his holy Seed or Spirit froin us, as 
he did the Talent from the floathful Ser- 
vant, what would become of us then? To 


| * which I anſwer, Then we ſhall be left Re- 


probates, and no Room nor Place found us 
for Repentance, becauſe we lighted the 


Pay of his merciful Viſitation, which are 


the Offers of his divine Light and Love, 
From what has been ſaid, by Conſequence 
thou mayeſt in a good Degree know thy- 


ſeif, which, to beſure, is a very great Al- 


tainment; nevertheleſs thou can not learn 
rightly to know thyſelf, by all that Man 
can ſay or do for thee, for no Man can do 
this for thee, but God Almighty, by his 


Holy Spirit, who ſearcheth the Hearts and 


trieth the Reigns, and is a Diſcoverer of the 
Thoughts and Intents of the Heart, Jer, xvii. 
10. Heb. iv. 12. And ſhews unto Man 
what 1s good and what is evil, and what the 
Lord requires, which is to do juſtly, to love 


Mercy, 
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Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? 
Micah vi. 8. So that there is no other Way 
for us rightly to know ourſeives, but by 
knowing, of God, which is to be known no 
other Way, than by an inward Application 
to the Light of Chriſt in our own Con- 
ſciences, which informs our Reaſon, and 
ſhews us plainly the evil Seed of Satan in us, 
and how to reſiſt him in all his Appear- 
ances, | 
Penitent, I thank Thee, O merciful Far- 
ther, for theſe the Openings of thy divine 
Love; my Heart is deeply affected under a 
Senſe of thy Goodneſs to me, O where _ 
withal ſhall I come before Thee, thou Mighty 
Being, and bow myſelf in thy Preſence, O holy 
God? Shall I come before Thee with Burnt- 
offerings, with Calves of a Year old? Will 
the Lord be pleaſed with Thouſands of Rams, 
or with ten Thouſand Rivers of Oil ? Shall I 
give my Firſt-born for my Tranſgreſſion, the 
Fruit of my Body for the Sin of my Soul? 
Micah vi, 6. No, this will not do, but a 
Body thou haſt prepared me to do thy Will » 
in, O God, Heb. x. 7. Yea, thy Law is with- 
in my Heart, Pla. xl. 8. That I hear it and 
obey it, O grant, I beſeech thee, that I may 
hear what thy Spirit faith to my Soul, and 
obey it the Remainder of my Days, is the 
. earneſt 


: 
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earneſt Supplication of thy poor Creature, 
who begs it through the Merits of thy dear 
Son, our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, the immaculate 
Lamb, who is worthy to rule and to reign 
with thee, who is God over all, bleſſed both 
now and for evermore. Amen. 

Preacher, If thou haſt a mind to attain 
perfect Knowledge, thou mult wait upon the 


Lord, and be of good Courage, and be ſhall 


ſtrengthen thine Heart; the kingly Prophet 
was ſtrongly of this Opinion when he re- 


peated this Command twice in one Verſe, 


wait, I ſay, upon the Lord, Pſa, xxvii. 14. 
For certain it is, they that wait upon the 
Lord have God for their Teacher, and no 
Man ever waited upon him in vain, for he 
is a rich Rewarder of all them who truly 
love and ſerve him. Take care in thy ſilent 


Waiting of a wandering Mind, and of a 
heavy, dull, drowſy Spirit, or of the Allure- 


ments of the evil Seed of the Serpent, and 


be not ſloathful in going to publick Wor- 14 


ſhip. 588 
Obſerve likewiſe, and let it be thy conſtant 
Care in publick Worſhip to be in earneſt '; 


with God; Body and Soul muſt be, or at 


leaſt ought to be, ſubſervient to the Spirit, 


| becauſe it is the Guide of them both; all ſpi- 
ritual Worſhip is a lively Worſhip, for the 


Spirit 


” — 
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» Spirit is Life becauſe of Righteouſneſs, Rom. 
viii. 10. And Righteouſnels is lively, be- 
cauſe of the Spirit, and the Spirit hath 
divers Names or Appellations, Chriſt is called 
h the Light, the Leaven, the Seed, the Word, 
the Grace, and the Key of David that open- 
eth and no Man ſhvereth, and ſhutteth and. 
6 no Man openeth ; he 1s the Door by which 
we muſt enter, the Truth, the Way, and 
5 the Life, the Bright and Morning Star, the % 
Son of Righteouſneſs, a King to rule us, a 
Prieſt to inſtruct us, and a Prophet to fore- 
warn us, a Phyſician of Value that cures the 
Souls of Men, the Captain of our Salvation, 
and the good Shepherd that careth for his 
Flock; he is the Spring of Life, a Well and 
2 Fountain of living Water, and the Wine 
of the Kingdom, and the Bread that came 
down from God out of Heaven, that gives 
Life to the hungry Souls; he is the Alpha 
and the Omega, omnipotent, omnipreſent, 
and the omniſcient God; the Lamb of God 
that takeſt away the Sins of the World, who } 
hath promiſed, where two or three meet to- 
gether in his Name, there will he be alſo in 
the midſt, to the Intent to heal the Sin- ſick 
Soul, and to open the blind Eyes, to relieve 
the Oppteſſed, to feed the Hungry, and to 
5 give Prink to the 7 to cloath the 
235 a Naked 
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Naked with Robes of Righteouſneſs, to viſit 
| the Stranger, and to let the Priſoner and 

| Captive Soul go free; he is the Unction from 
che Holy One, the anointing Oil, the pure 
= River of Life, clear as Chryſtal for Men and 
EE Women to waſh and to bathe in, aLover 
of Regeneration, for all that will come may 
come, and take of the Waters of Life freely, 
without Money and without Price, in ſhort, 
he is all in all to them that believe. 
14 Penitent, Oh deareſt Lord God of Hea- 
1 ven, and of the whole Earth! Thy Con- 
deſcention to us poor Mortals is fo great, I 
* er raviſhed with thy Love! O Lord, I am 
in earneſt for thy Kingdom, which thou 
| 5 commandeſt me to ſeek firſt of all after; 
Wo therefore I humbly beſeech thee, if it be thy 
We © bleſſed Will, that I may learn to obtain it, 
by due Adoration, Worſhip, and Obedience, 
and in a ſteady Perſeverence, is the ardent 
Petition of thy poor Servant, which I beg 
for, through the Merits of thy dear Son our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
EF Preacher, Other Inſtances we have alſo 
of this ſpiritual Worſhip, Keep Silence before 
ne, O Ifdand, and let the People renew their 
| Strength, lia, xli. 1. I will ſtand upon my 
Watch, and ſet me on the Tower, and will 
watch to ſee what God the Lord ſhall ſay unto 

mes 
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me, and what Anſwer 1 ſhall make wohen I am 
reproved, Heb, ii. 1, Let none be aſhamed 9 


that wait upon the Lord, let Integrity and 


Uprightneſs preſerve me, for I wait on 
Thee, O God, I ſay, Wait upon the Lord, 


be of good Courage, and be ſhall ſtrengtben 
thine Heart, Pſa. xxvii. 14, Sc. Reſt in 


the Lord and wait patiently for him, for 
thoſe that wait upon the Lord ſnall inherit 
the Earth; wait on the Lord, and he ſnall 
ſave thee, for the Spirit of Man is the Can- 
dle of the Lord, ſearching all the inward 
Parts of the Belly, Prov. xxii. 27. But they 
that wait upon the Lord ſhall renew their 
_ Strength, Iſa. xl. 31, All the Days of my \ 
appointed Time will I wait till my Change 
come, Job xiv. 14. 1 
Therefore the great End and Deſign of | 
aſſembling together to perform divine Wor- 
ſhip is, or ought to be, to wait upon God, 
and to endeavour to acquaint ourſelves with 
him, and be at Peace. Knowledge is not 
a wanting, but Obedience for the true 
Worſhip of God doth not conſiſt in Abun- 
dance of Noiſe or much Speaking, but in an 
inward Adoration and Obedience to his di- 
vine Appearance in the Soul; and God waits 
for an Entrance, and knocks at the Door of 
our Hearts, and calls for Admittance, ſay- 


ing, 
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ing, Turn ye at my Reproof, why will ye die? 
Remember the Reproof of Inſtruction is the 
Way to Life, and that he carries his Lambs 
in his Arms, and gently leads them on who 
are with Young, i. e. with young Deſires, 
inclining to ſeek him; therefore aſk, and 
mpye ſhall receive; ſeek and ye ſhall find, knock, 
and it ſhall be opened unto you, for God 
will not be ſlack concerning his Promiſe, 
Aud this is his Promiſe that he hath promiſed 
us, even Eternal Life, 1 John ii. 25, For 
he defires not the Death of a Sinner, nor that 
any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to 
Repentance, 2 Pet. iii. 9. Therefore be in- 
ward with the Lord in all your Approaches 
before him, and the Enjoyment of his Pre- 
ſence will be of more Comfort to your Soul, 
than if you were to hear ten Thouſand Ser- 
mons preached by the ableſt Hands. 

'Y ! R +; Penitent, 

O that mine Eyes may cloſed be, 

To what becomes me not to ſee; 

That Deafneſs may poſſeſs mine Ear, 
To what concerns me not to bear; 
FT. Truth my Tongue may always tie, 

- Fro: ver. ſpeaking fooliſhly ; 5 
, n vain Thought may ever * 
Or be conceived in my Breaſt;; 
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Soul and a Body; when at the ſame Time, 
they know that without the Grace of God: - 
they can do no good Thing 3 and again, on 
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O that my Feeling, Taſte, and Smell, 
May never draw my Soul to Hell 
But by each Word, each Deed, each Thought, 
Glory may to my God be brought : 

But what are Wiſhes , Lord, mine Eye, 
On thee is fix d, to thee I cry; 

Oh purge out all my Droſs, my Sin, 

And make me clean as Snow within : 
Waſh, Lord, and purify my Heart, 

And make it clean in ev'ry Pari; 

And when I am clean, Lord, keep me too, 
For that is more than 1 can do. Amen. 383 


Preacher, Practice and Experience in 
theſe Perſuits will make hard Things be- 


come eaſy, and thou wilt ſay with Holy 


David, Set a Watch, O Lord, before my ö 
Mouth, and keep the Door of my Lips, lat 
offend with my Tongue, Pſa. cxli. 3, Cc. In- 
cline not my Ear to any evil Thing: He that 
is not with me is againſt me, ſaith Chriſt; and 
he that gathereth not with me, ſcattereth 
abroad, Mat. xii, 30, And nothing ſhewethy* 


greater Ignorance in Men, than to give the 


Lie to their Maker, as all they do, who * 
they are made up only of two Parts, 5. e. as 
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the oppoſite Side, when we conſider the 


Love and the Goodneſs of God, and the 
great Honour he has conferred upon us, by 


placing in us a Part of himſelf, his Grace, 


” holy Spirit, which is given to every one 

o profit withal; it is, I ſay, ſurpriſing, 
* a wonderful Thing, that a Man's Body 
that doth poſſeſs and enjoy that excellent 
Divinity the Gift of God, does give the 
Honour that is due to God to the Body, 


| 3 which is only the Huſk, a Shell of the Soul, 


a Lump of Fleſh, and ſubje&t to many 
. Pains, lofirmities, and Diſeaſes, and at 
length to Death itſelf, and then it is not to 
be endured above Ground, but is laid to rot 
in the Earth; I ſay then, to the vileſt Part 
of us we beſtow the moſt Care, moſt Ap- 
plauſe, and moſt Pleaſure, and what not, 


= yea, and every Honour which is abominable. 


What know ye not your ownſelves, faith the 


$ 2 Apoſtle, that your Bodies are the Temples of 


the Holy Ghoſt, which is in you, which we 


3 © ' have of God, and that Chriſt Feſus is in you, 


except ye be Reprobates, Acts vii. 48. 1 Cor. 
vi. 19. 2 Cor. Xlli. 8. And again he faith, 
Nuo ye not that ye are the Temple of God, 


and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you, 
1 Cor, iii. 16, Can any thing be more 


Plainer, I ſay, can any thing appear more 


clear 
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clear or eaſiſy to the Underſtanding; never- 


theleſs Men ſhut their Eyes and ſtop their 
Ears, and will not believe the Scriptures, fo 


give the Honour that is due to God to Duſt 


and Aſhes, | 

Indeed it is very ſurpriſing that ſome Men 
are ſo ſtupid, and ſo dull of Apprehenſion, 
that they cannot behold any thing but with 
their viſible Eyes; any thing internal they 
have no Preception at all of, and although the 
Charmer (God's Spirit) may charm ever fo 
wiſely, yet the are like the Deaf Adder, or 
like a Pilican in the Wilderneſs, that knoweth 
not when Good comes, neither do they deſire 
to know, leaſt they ſhould be diſturbed in 
their Sins; ſuch Men and Women render 
themſelves beneath the brute Beaſts, for the 
Beaſts anſwer the End for which God cre- 


ated them, and altho Means are afforded Men 


to rife again, yer they refuſe and rebel. 


I ſay, how can theſe People, who make 
a Mock and a Jeſt of God's Gift in tem- 
ſelves, or in others, expect to thrive or 
to proſper in a godly Life? for all that is 


good in them (they ſay) is performed and 


carried on by their Reaſon ; but I ſay Reaſon wn 
is blind, until illuminated by the Gift of God, 
which is Life eternal, Rom. vi. 23. * » 
3 Another 
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well worth our Notice, and that is the Say- 
ing of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, who ſaid, F the Blind lead the Blind 
both ſhall fall into the Ditch, Mat. xv. 14. 
But who are the Blind that lead the Blind ? 
I anſwer, falſe Teachers, them who teach 
the People, that Reaſon is the Faculty, by 


Z which People are to judge between Right 


and Wrong, and that Reaſon is to be their 
Guide in all Things, both temporal and ſpi- 
ritual, This, I ſay, is falſe Doctrine, and 


not to be believed by the People of God, 


and is contrary to the ſixth Article of the 
Church, which faith, that whatſoever is not 
read in holy Scripture, nor cannot be proved 
thereby, is not required of any Man to be 
believed as an Article of their Faith; and if 


- Reaion was or is a ſufficient Guide why 
then are the Scriptures ſilent in the Matter? 


God Almighty never taught us this Doc- 
trine, bur the Devil's Agents; for when the 


E - Apoſtle beſought the Lord that his Temp- 
tation might depart from him, the An- 
ſwer of God to him was not, Thy Reaſon is 
fufficient, but, My Grace is Jufficient for thee, 


2 Cor. xii. 9. My Strength is made perfect 
in Weakneſs, not that we are ſufficient of our- 
ſelves to think any Thing as of ourſelves, but 


our 


Another Thing is more remarkable, and 
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that any Man teach you, but as the ſame 


(67) 
our Sufficiency is of God, who alſo hath made 


\ us able Miniſters of the New Teſtament ; not 


of the Letter, but of the Spirit, for the Letter 
killeth, but the Spirit giveth Life, 2 Cor. i. 
5, 6, 17. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is Li- 
berty; and as God hath ſaid, I dwell in them, 
and walk in them, and I will be their God, 
and they ſhall be my People. Wherefore come 
out from among them, and be ye ſeparate, ſaith 
the Lord, and touch not the unclean Thing, 
and I will receive you; and I will be a Father 
unto you, and ye ſhall be my Sons and Daugh- 
ters, ſaith the Lord Almighty, 2 Cor. vi. 16, 
I7, 18. | 
Theſe Things, when rightly conſidered, 


| ſurely muſt prick the blind Leaders of the 


Blind to the Heart; what Chance or Share hath 

Man's human Reaſon, and Faculties of the 
Soul, ro lift up his Standard, when the Spirit _ 
of God hath taken Poſſeſſion, and has lifted up 
his Standard againſt him Ila. lix. 19. Surely 7} 
vain is the Net ſet in the Sight of the Bird, and 
vain is human Reaſon without the Light of 
the Lord, and vain is the Doctrine of Men, 
when God himſelf is their Teacher, John vi. 
45. But ye have an Unition from the Holy 
One, and ye know all Things, and need not 


* 


Anoint- 
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Hnointing teacheth you of all T bings, and is 
Truth, and is no lie , and even as it hath 
zaught you ye ſhall abide in him, 1 John ii. 27. 
I aſk then, Is this Holy Unction, or the 
Anointing human Reaſon, or 1s it the divine 
Spirit? I ſuppoſe you will readily agree 
with me it is Divine; if ſo, then why do 
you hearken to falſe Teachers, who per- 
ſuade you Reaſon is the very Touchſtone, 
whereby we are to try the Spirits of Men, 
whether they be of God or not. 

But the Truth is, 20 Man Kknoweth the 
Things of a Man, ſave the Spirit of a Man 
that is in him, even ſo the Things of God no 
Man knoweth, but the Spirit of God which is 
given to him ſearcheth all Things, yea, the 
deep Things of God, 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11. And 
whatſoever is to be known of God is made ma- 
. nifeſt in Men, for God hath ſhewed it to them, 
Rom. i 19. 1 am the Vine, ſaith Chriſt, 
and ye are the Branches , he that abideth in 
me and I in him, the ſame bringeth forth much 
Fruit, for without me ye can do nothing, john 
xv. 3. Now where is the Wiſe in natural 
Reaſon? Where is the Scribe with all his 


= Philoſophy ? Where is the Diſputer with all 
Bis Logick? Hath not God made fooliſh the 
Wiſdom of this World? For ye ſee your 
— Brethren, how that not many wiſe 
Men 


is 


. & 
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Men after the Fleſh, not many mighty, not 
many noble are called; for God . choſen 
the fooliſh Things of this World to con- 
found the wiſe, and weak Things of the 
World to bring to nothing Things which are 
mighty, that no Fleſh ſhould glory in bis 
Preſence, 1 Cor. i. 20. And 1, Brethren, 
when 1 came to you, I came not with Excels 
lency of Speech, my Preaching was not with en- 
ticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, but in the 
Demonſtration of the Spirit and of Power, 
1 Cor, ii. 45. That your Faith ſhould not 
ſtand in the Wiſdom of Men, but in the 
Power of God ; how be it we ſpeak Wiſdom 
among them that are perfect, yet not the 
Wiſdom of this World, nor of the Princes 
of this World that come to nought. But 
we ſpeak the Wiſdom of God in a Migery, 
even the hidden Wiſdom, which God or- 
dained before the World unto our Glo f 
as it is written, Eye hath not ſeen, nor Part . 
heard, neither hath it entered into the Heart 
of Man to conceive the Things which God 
hath prepared for them that love him. 
Again, obſerve what the Prophet ſaid of 


| thoſe blind Guides, La. Ivi. 9, 10. he com- 


ares them to Beaſts that come to devour the 
People, and calls them blind Watchmen, 5 
are all ignorant, they are all dumb Dogs, they. 
hy cannot 


(70) 

cannot bark, ſleeping, lying down, and loving 
zo flumber, Yea, they are greedy Dogs which 
can never have enough, and they are Shepherds 
that cannot underſtand ;, they all look to their 
own Way, every one for bis Gain from his 
Quarter: The Prieſts teach for Hire, and the 
Prophets divine for Money, and he that puteth 
not into their Mouths, they even prepare War 
againſt him, Micah iii. 5, 11. Imagining that 
Gain to them is Godlineſs, from ſuch withdraw 
thyſelf, 1 Tim, vi. 8. 

Other Inſtances alſo we have concerning 
Reaſon, Simon the Sorcerer had Reaſon when 


for Money, As viii. 18. Ananias and Sa- 

- phira his Wife thought they had good Rea- 
ſon to preſerve a Part of their own Money, 
and brought the Surplus and laid it at the 
Apoſtle's Feet, but they lied unto God, and 
fell down dead, As v. 5. Elymas the Sor- 
| cerer had Reaſon, when he withſtood Paul 
and Barnabas, but his Reaſon was ſuch as the 
© Devil furniſhed him withal, and he was 
& truck blind, 4s xiii, 11. Saul alſo thought 
be acted upon right Reaſon, when he perſe- 
cuted the Church of God, and conſented to 
the Death of Stephen, Acts viii. 1, Clouds 
of Witneſſes may be brought to prove that 
Multitudes, though ever ſo wicked, think 
E they 
5 OS 


he thought to purchaſe the Gift of God 


(7+) 
they act by Reaſon, till afterward they ſee 
their Error, by Virtue of the Spirit of God 
in them, over-ruling the Spirit of the Devi, 
which darkens the Reaſon and Underſtanding 
of Men. g dn 
Therefore it is plain, Men and Women 
are attended with two Spirits during their 
Stay in this viſiole World, and that Reaſon ü 
Nis no more than a Faculty of the Soul, ſo. 
chat we may properly ſay, right Reaſon is il- 
luminated by the Light of Chriſt, and that 
wrong Reaſon proceeds from the Prince of 
I the Power of the Air, the Spirit that worketn 
in the Hearts of the Children ot Diſobedi- 
RD ence, and theſe are the two ſorts of Spirits 
which cauſeth the two ſorts of People, the 
good and the bad, all over the Face of the 
 [wholeWorld, which our bleſſed Lord and Sa 
viour Jeſus Chriſt ſhall ſeparate, and comparrt 
them to two Flocks, one Sheep and the other” © ©} 
Goats, Mat. xxv. 32. And he ſhall fet the | 
Sheep on his Rigbt- hand, but the Goats ow 
the Left. Then the King ſhall ſay to them an 
bif Ripht-band, Come ye bleſſed of my Father” 3 
inberit the Kingdom prepared for you, from the - * 4 
Foundation of the World, for I was an hungret' 
and ye gave me Meat; I was thirſty, and ye, 
gave me Drink; I was a Stranger, and ye took 
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me in 3 naked, and ye cloathed me; 1 1 
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and ye vifited me; I was in Priſon, and ye 
came unto me. Then ſhall the Righteous an- 
ſewer bim, ſaying, Lord, when ſaw we thee 
an hungred, and fed thee : ; Or thirſty, and gave 
thee Drink ? When ſaw we thee a Stranger, 


} 4 and took thee in? Or naked, and cloathed 


thee ? Or when ſaw we thee fick, or in Priſon, 
and came unto thee? And the King Hall an- 


by wer and ſay unto them, Verily I ſay unto, you, 


n as much as ye have done it unto one of the 
leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have done it unto 
Me. 

Then ſhall he ſay alſo to them on the Left- 
hand, Depart from me ye curſed into ever- 
laſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels. For I was an hungred, and ye gave 
me no Meat; 1 was thirſty, and ye gave me 
#0 Drink , I was a Stranger, and ye took me 
not in; naked, and ye cloathed me not; fick 

and in Priſon, and ye viſited me not. Then 
Hall they anſwer him ſaying, Lord when ſaw 
we thee an hungred, or athirſt, or a Stranger, 
or naked, or ſick, or in Priſon, and did not 
miniſter unto thee | ? Then ſhall he an/wer them, 
ſaying, Verily, I ſay unto you, in as much as ye 
did it not to one of the leaſt of theſe, ye did it 
not to me, And theſe ſhall go away into ever- 
laſting e but the Righteous into Life 
rel. $ 
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So here you poly ſee the two Religions 
that covers the Face of the whole Earth, and 
but one of them to be ſaved, and they are 
them who keep a good Conſcience, "clear | } 
and void of Offence toward God and Men; 
and it is impoſſible to N good Con- 
icience without eyeing the Light of Chriſt 8 
in the Conſcience, and obſcrving its Motions 
and its Counſels, as faith Chriſt, My Sheep: © 
hear my Voice, and follow me, but the Price 9 
of a Stranger (meaning the Devil) they will 
not follow. So here you ſee how it is, the 1 
two Voices, the Voice of Chriſt, and the 
Voice of the Stranger, which is che Devil; 
theſe two govern in all the Hearts of all the 
People all over the Face of the whole World. 
and by their Fruits, ſaith Chriſt, ye h 
know them : So that all the good People are 
governed and guided by the good Spirit or 
Grace of God; but the bad People are they 
who are governed and led away by the Spirit 
of the Devil, and by their Works and Words' 
they ſhall be known alſo. 


For they whoſe Works and Word. are evil, 4 
Picture out the very Devil; © * 
- But they whoſe Works and Wards are e good, 
a 0 true 9 of their God, 
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So here you muſt unavoidably ſee that the 


{ Spirit or Soul of Man is a Medium be- 
ftween the good and the bad Spirit, and can- 


not miſs of being either active or paſſive to 
one or the other. 


Penitent. O Lord what is Man that thou 


art mindful of him, or the Sons of Men that 


thou viſits them ſo often? O how poorly do 


1 deſerve to be thus aſſiſted by thy Grace, 
and ſuccoured by thy divine Favour ! What 
Right have I, ſo vile a Wretch, to com- 
plain unto my God? If thou withdraw thy 
Preſence and leave me to myſelf, or if I beg 
and pray for Comforts, what have I to 
alledge in my own Behalt ? How can I take 
it ill if thou reject my Petitions? This I am 


| ſenſible is my Duty to think, that I am no- 


thing but a poor Worm, and no Man in thy 
Preſence 3 and in my own Nature a poor 


| miſerable Creature, 8 after Sm and 

Vanity, incapable o 

Thought without Thee, and much Jef to do 
agood Action, till animated and ſtrengthened 


even thinking a 


by thy Grace. O Lord! I am feeble, and 
Akable, and ſubject to all Infirmities ; 


i I but thou, O my God, art «ſtrong, the 


ſame Yeſterday, and To: day, and forever: 


a God unalterable, ever juſt, wiſe, and 


good, and ordering all Things for the 
beſt, 


5 
£3 


AB kh 39: 688 220 


oy 2 = 


a_ ww tv 


(75) 


beſt, after the Counſel of thy divine witty 1 
butl poor Sinner, alas, eaſily fall from my own - 
Reſolutions, although I purpoſed them ever 
ſo ſtedfaſtly; am toſſed and carried about, at 
Times, with windy Doctrines of Time, and 
Chance, and Paſſions, which are incident to 
I human Nature; and yet, O Lord, thus 
weak and veering as I am, thy helping Hang 
N caa comfort and confirm me, thy powerful 
Grace, joined with a ſincere Heart, can Mork 
Wonders in me, to ſtrengthen my weak 
EE Reſolution, ſcatter my Fears, and fill my 
Soul with Content: For what is all Fame, 
I Greatneſs, or Reſpect in this World, in 
I Compariſon with thee, if put into the Ba- 
lance with thy eternal Glory, but meie 
Folly, a deceitful Bubble, a painted Bait, 
Then not unto me, not unto me, O Lore, 
hut unto thy Name be Praiſe and Glory. WW 
| Alchough Men may extol and commend one 4 
another; nevertheleſs it was thy Power and 
| | Grace which inſpired, produced, and per- 
I fefted them, that thus, O Lord, while I 
rejoice in thee, I can find nothing in myſelf 
to glory in, but my Infirmities : What there- 9 
fore can I boaſt of, until I deſpiſe and dery * 
myſelf? and until then I am not qualifi:d io 
receive thee into my Heart: O fooliſh Am- 
| bition, how hurtful art thou, who, by un- 
E 2 due 


CE, 

due Purſuit of Honour, many times rob 
God of his Honour, and affecting Favour of 
Men juſtly incurs the Diſpleaſure of the Al- 
mighty ; to whom be all Honour, Praiſe, 
Might, Majeſty, and Dominion aſcribed, to 
the Bleſſed Trinity, my God, my Guide, 
my Light, my Truth, my Succour, my De- 
| ; . my Refuge, my Comfort, and my all, 

| allelujah and high Praiſes for ever and 

ever more. Amen, 
Preacher. It is plain the Fault is in Man? $ 
ſelf, for he can, it he pleaſes, take his Choice 
which Spirit he will obey, wherein his Sal- 
vation dependeth, which is by chuſing the 
Good and refuſing the Evil; ſo that, if a Man 
be eternally loſt, it is of his own ſceking, 
becauſe he will not take up his Croſs, and 
deny himſelf, and follow the Advice and 
Counſel of the good Spirit in him, which 
- Maith, This is the Way, wall ye in it. 
© Hetein alſo ſtands the Election and the Re- 
probation, but not as the Pre/byterians hold 

it; for they believe that a Man cannot re- 
EF irain from ſuch and ſuch Evils, whereby he 
= unavoidable brings the Wrath of God upon 
= Ginſelf, which Doctrine is erroneous, he- 
cauſe God was never the Author of Sin, 
ot the Devil; For as I Hive, faith the 
.H Lord, Id efire nol the Death of a Sinner, but 
: Bm rather 
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rather that all fhould come to Repentance. and 


Father which is in Heaven? 
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live. And what is Repentance? I anſwer, a 
godly Sorrow for all paſt. Sins, and nr" of, 
run into them any more, by committing 
them over and over again ; I fay, they | 
who do theſe Things ſhew no Sign of Re- 
pentance, but are mocking the Almight | 
Put the Caſe, if any of us had a Son wlll 
would ſerve us fo, load we not think he FAS 
mocking us, if he promiſed to m 
Life time after time, and fo on again time 
after time, and ſtill continued in his Wick- 
edneſs, or rather grew worſe and wolſe? 
And if this be the Reſentment of us Mortals 
here upon Earth, as it really is, how much 
more ſo muſt the Reſentment be with our 


Therefore the Reprobation conſiſts oni) 
in this one Thing, 7. e. the Spirit of 2 
Almighty ſtriving with Man inwardly i | 
Soul, to reclaim him from evil Words Fra 
Actions, but he will not be reclaimed; 
ſtifles the Witneſs of God in his own Cons 
ſcience, and will none of his Reproofs; he 
bravadoes over it, and ſtouts it out, until the 
Lord has done ftriving with him; as was tl 


Caſe with the People of the old World, When j 
he took up his Complain againſt them 
3 


F ſaying, 4 
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ſay ing, My Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with 
Man, for that be alſo is Fleſh ; and juſt ſo it 
er the perverſe Jetos, who refuſed the 

of Life and Glory, and abuſed him and 
his Miracles, and faid, That he was Beelzebub 
the Prince of Devils, and by Beelzebub be 
caſt for:Þ Devils, &c. So after a long Space 
ae drew near and beheld the City, and wept 
Fer it, ſaying, O Feruſalem ! Jeruſalem ! 
Thou that killedſt the Prophets and ſtoned them 
that tere ſent unto thee : How often would I 
have gathered you, even as a Hen gathereth 
Ber Chickens under her Wings, but ye would 
not? Now behold your Houſe is left unto 
you deſolate ; God has withdrawn from you 


his holy Spirit, there is no Room nor Place 


now left you for Repentance, becauſe ye 
have ſinned out your Days, and lighted his 
merciful Viſitation z and not only ſo, but to 
hep it was a double Sin, for they were 
inced in their Conſcience, that thoſe 
Mir acles, which Chriſt Jeſus wrought, were 
done by the Power of God; but they lied 
to themſelves, and faid it was done by 
Ber. zebub the Prince of Devils; and this was 
the unpardonable Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 


iy the Sin of Blaſphemy, which is never to be 


forgiven here 1n this World, neither in the 
World to come. Therefore take the by un 
rom 
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from the unprofitable Servant, and give it 
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unto him that hath ten; for unto him that 
hath much ſhall be given, but unto hi hat 
hath not, even that which he ſeemeth ti have 


ſhall be taken away and given to another; 
ſo here you fee the State of the Reprobate, 


as plain as if you were to look at your * , 


in a Glaſs. 
From all which Gan e I give his 
Anſwer, That there is no Poſni d of 
pleaſing God, but by a felf-denying Late, 
the Croſs of Chrift, which is the 
Power of God to Salvation, to as many a 

believe and obey the Truth, which may be 
rendered in other Words thus, by an hum- 
ble Submiſſion of our Souls and Bodies 
to the divine Will of God. revealed in us; 
this, and nothing elſe, is what will render us 
acceptable in the Sight of God, in that great 5 
and notable Day which is approaching, when 
he makes up his Jewels, ſaying, Come e 
Bleſſed of my Father, inberit the Kingdom ey 
pared for you, &c. | 
But to come more cloſe to the Pointe 4 
To know one ſeif is one of the greateſt |} 
Attainments in this Life; and there is 0 
Way to come. at this Knowledge, but for 
Men to turn their Thoughts inward, and 
look into their own Hearts in Silence, and 
E 4 there 


> 

4 ”— 
_ 
L = 
by 

k 2 

ik 


(80 
& there they can ſee the three Fountains, from 
= which all their Ideas and Thoughts proceed; 
| whiekyare from the three Spirits which every 
one poſſeſs in themſelves, to wit, the Spirit 
of Truth, the Spirit of Error, and the ani- 
mate Spirit of a Man, which is his Life and 
Soul; I fay, that theſe three Spirits in Man 
are_the firſt-moving Cauſe of all his Ideas 
and Thoughts; and this Spirit of Life is ca- 
pable of Mirth and Sorrow, Pleaſure and 
Pain, and is buſy in the Purſuits of Profits 


WW to ſupport Nature, and the Ideas ariſing from 
me thence may juſtly be called Senfation and 
Reflection; but the evil Spirit opens our 
Ideas and Thoughts to every Thing that is 
wicked, baſe, and vile; in ſhort, there is 
no Action, Word, Thought, or Idea, that 1s 
evil in us, but what proceeds from the Devil; 
but on the oppoſite Side, the Spirit of Truth 
= invites, draws, and inclines the Creature to 
all Truth, good Words, Works, and Actions, 
and diſcovers to us what is good and what is 
evil: Moreover, it compoles all our mixed 
= Ideas, and places them in a Line of Truth, 
by Conviction, by Reproof, and by Inſtruc- 
tion; in a word, we have no good Ideas 
formed in us but what proceeds from the 
us 
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and Rewards in the Hurries of the World, 


W Spirit of God ; nor no evil Ideas formed in 


Us 


rr ye w# 


E 
us but what proceed from the Devil; nor no 
worldly Ideas but from the animate Spirit of 
a Man, which is his Soul, and this animate 
Spirit at beſt, can be but paſſive either to 
the good or bad Spirit, | 

But ſome may object and ſay, Senfation +! 
and Reflection is the Source of all our Ideas 
and Thoughts ; to ſuch I anſwer, No, becauſe 
Senſation and Reflection are the Objects of 
our natural Senſes, which the brute: s 
have in common with Man; therefore Hear 
ing, Seeing, Feeling, Smelling, Taſting, 
Memory, Reaſon; and Will, are all ſet to 
Motion, or actuated either by the good or evil 
Spirit; the good or evil Spirit in Man ſpurs 
on his Senſes to all manner of Actions, whe- 
ther good or evil | Was it not the evil Spirit 
that moved David to covet Uriab's Wife, and 


to put him in the hotteſt Part of the Battle, 
where he was ſlain ? Was it not an evil Spirit 


that cauſed King Ahab to covet Naboth'sVine- 
yard? Was it not the Devil that cauſed Fudas } 
to betray his Lord and Maſter, and Peter to 
deny Cur1sT ? I could produce Volumes 
to prove that there is an evil Spirit in Man; 


ſo conſequentiy on the other hand, Clouds 


of Proofs may be brought to ſhew that there 
is a good Spirit in Man; and that theſe Wo 
Spirits are at War one with the other, both con- 

„ tending 
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tending for the Soul of Man, and are the 
original Cauſe of all our internal Thoughts 
Ideas. As to external Thoughts and Ideas 
I ſpoke to them above, but obſerve what 
the Apoſtle ſaith, The Spirit ſearcheth all 
Things, yea the deep Things of God; then 
conſequently alſo, the deep Things of the 
Devil, whole Seat is in the Hearts of Men 
and Women, For, ſaith Chriſt, out of the 
Heart proceedeth evil Thoughts, Thefts, Mur- 
ders, Adulteries, Fornication, Blaſpbemy, Falſe- 
witneſs, and every other Evil: And again he 
ſaith, A good Man, out of the good Treaſure of 
his Heart, bringeth forth that which is good, 
and cannot avoid it, becauſe his Body is the 
Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, and except Chriſt 
Jeſus dwell in him be is a Reprobate, 2 Cor. 
Xill, 5. Mat. xv. 19, Prov. xii, 5. Gen. 
vi. 5. | 
. Notwithſtanding all I have ſaid on this 
Topick, ſome obſtinate Men entertain an 
Opinion, that Man is upon a Level with the 
animal Brute Beaſts, becauſe, ſay they, the 
Beaſts can hear, ſee, feel, ſmell, and taſte, as 
well as Man, and that he has likewiſe Me- 
mory, Reaſon, and Will as well as them. 
To all which I anſwer, 
= The animal Brute, I grant, hath got an 
- animate Spirit of Life as well as we; bug 
* that 
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that which makes the Difference between 


Men and Brutes is, they have not the Spirit 
of Truth and the Spirit of Error exiſting in 
them; Beaſts have but one Spirit in them, 
which is their Soul, their Life, and all theß 
ſcrape and ſeek for is their Belly, and their 
younger Species; therefore all their Senfſa- 
tions can be called no more than natural In- 
ſtint, they have no Knowledge of a God or 
of a Devil, or of Rewards and Puniſhment } 
after Death; they have no Remorſe of Con- 


ſcience, neither do they commit Sin, or do 


any Act of Righteouſneſs ; they were all 
made of various Difpoſitions, and adapted 
for the Uſe of Man, and Man for a Purpoſe 
of God's Glory. J 

Nevertheleſs, Men, neglecting and ſlight- + 
ing the Reproofs of God's Spirit in them- 
ſelves, are liable to become Reprobates if 
they continue ſo. God plainly tells us, that 
his Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with Man, 
for that be alſo is but Fleſh, Gen, vi. 3. And 
as this has been the Caſe of the People of 


the old World, and of the People of Feru- 1 


ſalem, and of him who hid his Lord's 
Money; it may alſo be our Caſe, if we light * 
the Day of his merciful Viſitation, a 

Therefore it is high Time to look about 


us, and into our own Hearts alſo, and ſee 
what 


( 34 ) 
what we are doing ; for if God withdraws 
his holy Spirit from us, then our Condition 
Will be far worſc than that of the brute Beaſts, 
| for Death to them is an End of all Trouble; 
but to the Reprobate, Death is the Begin- 
ning of his Sorrow, he is accountable to God 
for the Talent or Talents, i. e. his holy 
= Spirit which he entruſted him withal; and if 
be does not make a right Uſe thereof, he 
muſt expect the ſame Sentence, Take ye the 
wnprofitable Servant, bind him Hand and Foot, 
and caſt bim into outer Darkneſs, where ſhall 
be weeping and gnaſbing of Teeth, Mat. xxv. 
30. | 
But to an ocular Demonſtration it is 
very plain, many Men and Women are 
| worſe than brute Beaſts, witneſs Tyburn, 
and all the Jails and Priſons in England, for 
E Murders, Robberies, Thefts, Deceit, Cove- 
= touſneſs, Purjury and all Manner of villainous 
Actions, which is the Effect of the Spirit of 
Man heatkening to and obeying the evil 
= Spirit in him, inſtead of hearkening to and 
= obeying the Spirit of God; and as Man 1s 
= a free Agent, ſure I am, he can chuſe or 
refuſe which Mafter he will ſerve ; for his 
Servants we are to whom we yield ourſelves 
: Servants to obey, whether of Sin unto 
| Death 
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Death, or of Obedience unto Righteouſneſs, 
Rom. vi. 16. _— 
From what has been ſaid, let us now en? i 
ſider «the Situation of unregenerate Man, in 
Poſſeſſion of the three Spirits, and we may 
eaſily perceive that whatever Spirit be pie 
dominate in him it will ſhew itſelf, whether 
it be in Worldly . Buſineſs, or on God's 
Cauſe, or ſerving the Devil : Look into all 
the Converſations of Men and Women, and 
inſpect, and there thou mayeſt both heat and 
ſee what Jargon and a Medley poſſeſſes Men 
of a good Figure, ſeemingly juſt, ſober, and 
well-behaved, brave, judicious Men to all 
outward Appea: ance, ſhall ſuddenly rap out a 
Damn, aCurſe, an Oath, on whatever Subject 
they are talking, and at the ſame Time with- 
out any great Provocation, will ſwear, ye, 
and curſe all in one Breath. I have been ſur- 
priſed to fee ſuch Men ſo ignorant; but then 
again, when I have conſidered their unrege- 
nerate State, it appeared nothing ſtrange at 
all; for I perceive, as we poſſeſs three dif- 
ferent Spirits, every Spirit hath it's differenr” i 
. Paſſions ; there are Paſſions to Extravagan- 
_ cies after the Things of this World, which 
proceed from a Man's vital Spirit, ſpurred 
on by the Devil; there are Paſſions of godly 2 
Zeal, and Love of Truth, which proceed 
from 
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| the good Spirit in us, which ſeeks no- 
more than the Favour of God; alſo 
f 84 ate Paſſions which proceed from the 
of the Devil in us, which ſeck after 
Revenge, Pride, Vain-glory, Boaſt- 
ing, Self- conceitedneſs; to which we may 
adòq all the other Evils and Outrages com- 
© mitted all over the World. To be plain, 
Man hath no Safeguard no longer then the 
Eyes-of his Mind are turned inward in him- 
ſelf in Silence, there his Spirit can ſee the 
other two, the Spirit of God and the Spirit 
of the Devil, ſtriving which ſhall have him; 
and by theſe Medleys of Paſſions, a Man 
may plainly ſce this Medley of Spirits; a 
= Man ſhall appear like a Saint a while, and 
then a while after ſhall appear like a Devil; 
4 Man ſhall talk on Divinity a while, and 
chen a while after talk Debaucherv ; a Man 
ſpall be good-humour'd, and anon ill-hu— 
mour'd; a Man ſhall backbite and calum- 
= minate his Neighbours, and by-and-by ſhall 
accuſe others for ſo doing; a Man ſhall cozen, 
cheat, and defraud his Cuſtomers, and ſhall 
rail ſeverely againſt others for committing 
the fame Facts; Men ſhall be in Love and 
F Unanimity this Hour, and in the next quar- 
© relling, and fighting, and uſing Ill- language. 
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Wat ſhall I ſay, Time would fail to enu- 
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merate the 8 of Man, 1 yet 
gives his Opinion againſt all ſuch evil FF 
tices, notwithſtanding he will commit „ 
ſame Things himſelf, over and over 

I ſay, does not theſe Actions plainly dil 
the differing Spirits in Man, their Paſſions,” 
and Diſpoſitions ? The Spirit of God cans” 
nor be for and againſt itſelf, neither can the 
Spirit of the Devil be for and againſt wlelty. 
but the Spirit of Man acts in a double . 
city, and ſides with both Parties both for A 
againſt, and is always on one Side, or the 
other, until he be convinced, and afterwatds 
converted, and then he becomes regenerared 
and born again, not of corruplible Seed, bus t 
of incorruptible, by the Word of God . 
liveth and abideth for ever, 1 Pet. i. 
Obſerve here the two Seeds, the corruptibles 
and incorruptible, agreeable to this is ar- 
i. 8, who ſaith, A double-minded Man is unt= 
fable in all bis Ways this is what we call 3 
carrying two Faces under one Hood, whole” 
Tongue ſpeaks fair to a Man's Face, and at 
the ſame Time his Heart deviſeth Miſchief.” 
againſt him, whoſe Tongue is full of 4 
Poiſon, Poiſon of Aſps is under their 


there is no Fear of God before aa 
Rom. 111, 18, Oc. 
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ow l can be = of theſe Incendia- 
or Firebrands of Hell? To what ſhall 
8 e them, but to the Tares amongſt 
2 Wheat, which are to be gathered up in- 
We” Bundles, and reſerved until the great 
RY of Harveſt, which is the Day of Re- 
ſiurrection, there to give an Account of the 
| Deeds done in the Body, who cannot avoid 
5 receiving this Sentence (accept they repent) 
Go ye Curſed into everlaſting Burning prepared 
Devil and his Angels, No Excuſe 
F there will ſerve our Turn, becauſe we had a 
Day and Time afforded us wherein we might 
F 5 es gepented, but then we lighted the Ot- 
4. 
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bers of God's Love (the Means) and looked 
| as an idle Tale: But know this for 
6 , as the natural Sun ſhines more or 
* N int o every Houſe all over the World, ſo 
4 A © The SON of Righte uſneſs by the Rays 
i 5 *of his Divine Light and Grace ſhine more 
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5 * es into the Souls and Hearts of every 
5 Man and Woman living, in order to enlight- 
. en their Underſtandings, that they might 
is . e after, hear and obey the ſame forever, 
ich, if they do, it will . e's to 
42 = them Life eternal. 
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